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OF 


JOSEPH   LANE, 


'•'SOT  INAPPROPRIATELY  .STYLED  BY  HIS  BROTHER  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIER3, 
•'THE  MARION  OF  THE  WAR;'  "— (Jenkins's  Hutoiy  of  the  War,  p.  496  :) 


BY    WESTERN, 


3  LEFT  MY  PLOW  TO  TAKE  THE  SWORD  WITH  A  THRILL  OF  PLEASURE,  FOR  MY.  COUNTRY 
CALLED     ME;    I    NOW    GO     HOME    TO    RESUME    THE     PLOW     WITH     AS    SINCERE    JOY."-— 

Lane's  remarks  at  the  close  of  the  war. 


WASHINGTON  s 

PRINTED  AT  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE  OFFICE* 

1852. 


TO  THE  DELEGATES 

TO  THE 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PARTY, 

ABOUT  TO  ASSEMBLE  IN  BALTIMORE,  JUNE,  1852, 

AVD  TO 
THE   DEMOCRACY   AT   LARGE   OP   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

THE  FOLLOWING  BRIEF 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  JOSEPH  LANE, 

BREVET  MAJOR-GENERAL  IN  THE   LATE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO,  LATE 
GOVERNOR  OF  OREGON  TERRITORY,  AND  NOW  REPRESENT- 
ING SAID  TERRITORY  IN  CONGRESS, 

IS  RESPECTFULLY    DEDICATED, 

BY  WESTERN. 


This  hastily- written  publication  is  made  not  to  urge  Governor 
Lane  as  a  candidate  for  nomination  for  the  Presidency,  in  despite, 
and  to  the  detriment,  of  the  claims  of  other  prominent  men,  but 
merely  to  furnish  the  party  with  some  account  of  the  man  who 
has  earned  the  enviable  distinction  of  being  the  "first  choice"  of 
the  Democracy  of  Indiana. 

Should  the  Convention  not  be  able  to  unite  upon  some  other 
of  the  prominent  candidates,  possibly  they  may  find  in  these 
memoirs  enough  to  justify  them  in  coming  to  the  same  conclusion 
to  which  Indiana  has  arrived,  namely,  "  That  he  is  eminently  a 
man  of  the  times,  and  the  man  for  the  times." 

The  State  of  Indiana  stands  foremost  in  the  Union  for  her 
nationality — she  is  entitled  at  least  to  have  the  Democracy  made 
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acquainted  with  her  favorite  son.     She  indorses  him,  and  she  Is  a 
good  judge  of  men  and  principles. 

Governor  Lane  comes  up  fresh  from  the  great  and  pure  foun- 
tain— the  people.  He  is  identified  with  every  class — has  risen 
by  his  own  exertions  through  every  grade  of  useful  toil ;  and  now 
stands  preeminent  among  the  highest  in  the  land,  as  one  who, 
soon  as  opportunity  offered,  showed  the  "ring  of  true  metal." 
He  is  indeed  a  fitting  and  noble  commentary  on  the  freedom  of 
our  institutions. 

The  perusal  of  his  memoirs  may  force  upon  the  reader,  as  their 
compilation  has  upon  the  author,  the  conviction  of  a  resemblance 
in  character  to  General  Jackson.  The  same  intrepidity  of  soul, 
patriotism,  and  firm  resolve,  that  actuated  General  Jackson,  has 
been  manifest  throughout  General  Lane's  career.  He  is  such  a 
man,  Indiana  thinks,  as,  placed  where  he  may,  will  fill  the 
measure  of  his  counuymen's  expectations.  As  far  as  she  has 
tried  him  such  has  been  the  result. 

His  indomitable  courage  and  energy  in  the  field  and  best  of 
practical  common  sense  in  civil  life,  are  associated  with  a  mod- 
esty which  seeks  to  hide  his  merit,  rather  than,  by  doing  himself 
justice,  exhibit  an  appearance  of  proclaiming  it.  Hence  he  is 
not  as  well  known  as  his  services  and  worth  should  have  made 
him. 

Should  the  Convention  nominate  him,  and  he  be  elected  to  the 
Presidency,  it  will  be  found  (as  is  confidently  anticipated  from 
his  past  life)  that  with  him  we  shall  have  an  honest,  economical, 
and  American  administration  especially  true  to  our  own  country 
in  lis  foreign  policy. 

Mere  diplomacy  will  be  set  aside — the  tinsel  and  trickery  of 
courts  and  courtiers  will  be  at  a  discount — the  Government  will 
be  brought  back  to  economy — sinecures  and  favoritism  will  be 
abolished,  and  in  the  place  of  these  the  man  of  the  people 
will  restore  our  institutions  to  the  paths  from  which  we  are  fast 
departing,  and  make  every  official  of  the  Government  responsible 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 

Those  who  know,  say  such  may  reasonably  be  expected  from 
the  Cincinnatus  of  Indiana. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Birth — Advantages  of  early  training — General  Lane  as  a  neighbor — River  man — His 
services  in  the  Legislature — His  politics — Character  of  his  eloquence — Indiana  saved 
from  repudiation,  and  his  services  in  effecting  it — Enters  as  a  private  in  the  volun- 
teer ranks — Elected  Colonel  of  the  second  regiment — Appointed  Brigadier  General — 
Celerity  of  his  movements  to  the  seat  of  war — Urges  the  claim  of  his  command  for 
active  services — Highly  complimentary  letters  from  General  Wool — Lane  com- 
mandant of  Saltillo — His  vigilance — Battle  of  Buena  Vista — His  gallantry  and 
enthusiasm  acknowledged  officially,  and  by  the  press — His  brigade  disbanded — 
Public  festivals  in  his  honor  in  Indiana — Ag;ain  ordered  into  service  on  the  Rio 
Grande — His  arrival  there — Fight  with  Canales — Fifteen  men  opposed  to  a  hundred 
and  fifty  Mexicans — All  their  plunder  recaptured — Colonel  Brough,  his  humor — 
Lane  ordered  to  Scott's  line — His  great  despatch. 

Major-General  Joseph  Lane,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is 
descended  from  revolutionary  parents.  His  father,  John  Lane, 
and  his  mother,  Elizabeth  Street,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina, 
and  no  two  names  of  private  and  unpretending  citizens  will  be 
found  longer  enrolled  and  doing  better  duty  among  the  patriots 
of  the  Revolution  than  those  of  Lane  and  Street. 

Joseph,  the  second  child,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1801. 
In  1804  the  family  emigrated  to  Kentucky^,  and  settled  in  Hen- 
derson county,  where  General  Lane  was  educated.  At  an  early 
age  he  commenced  life  on  his  own  account,  in  the  employ  of 
the  subsequently  celebrated  John  J.  Audubon,  and  of  Nathaniel 
Hart,  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Warrick  County,  Indiana.  He 
there  divided  his  attention  between  selling  goods  in  the  store  and 
writing  in  the  clerk's  office. 

He  was  advantageously  situated  in  youth  to  imbibe  lessons  of 
patriotism,  as  many  of  his  elders  had  participated  in  the  struggles 
of  the  Revolution,  and  from  them  he  heard  many  tales  of  British 
atrocity,  well  calculated  to  awaken  that  burning  patriotism,  which 
nerves  his  arm  and  steels  his  soul,  whenever  his  country  has 
wrongs  to  redress.  In  1821  he  married,  and  settled  on  the  banks 
of  the   Ohio,  in  Vanderburg  county,  Indiana,  where  his  family 
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continue  to  reside.  As  a  neighbor  and  man  of  enlarged  hospital- 
ity, Joseph  Lane  has  had  no  superior.  His  position  on  the  Ohio 
put  the  last  quality  to  trying  tests.  Near  his  dwelling  the  river 
has  a  bar,  which  never  fails  at  low  water  to  collect  a  small  fleet 
of  boats  detained  by  this  obstruction.  A  general  invitation  was 
ever  extended,  to  one  and  all,  to  come  to  his  farm  and  help  them- 
selves to  provisions  or  whatever  else  he  bad.  Never  would  he 
consent  to  receive  remuneration,  though  hundreds  have  partaken 
of  his  store.  Any  boatman  on  the  river  felt  himself  at  liberty 
to  take  any  of  his  boats,  for  temporary  use,  without  asking. 
Such  was  Joseph  Lane  in  his  homestead.  Acquaintance  with 
river  life  made  him  a  good  pilot  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers;  as  such  he  is  acknowledged  among  the  "River  men,"  by 
whom  he  is  universally  respected. 

As  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  he  divided  his  time  in  the  discharge  of 
his  avocations  of  farmer  and  produce-dealer,  and  in  representing 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  until  the  Mexican  war  called 
him  to  the  field  of  battle.  In  1822,  barely  of  legal  age,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  one  or  the  other  branch  of 
which  he  continued,  with  slight  intermissions,  to  represent  his  dis- 
trict until  called  to  more  important  trusts. 

In  politics  General  Lane  is  a  Democrat  of  the  Jefferson  and 
Jackson  school,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  history 
and  politics  of  his  country.  His  retentive  memory  and  quick* 
active  intellect,  enable  him  to  turn  to  immediate  and  effective  use 
the  more  important  facts  and  incidents  connected  with  our  institu- 
tions Hence  his  argumentative  illustrations  are  strong  and  fbrei- 
ble.  He  is,  however,  more  a  man  of  action  than  of  words;  more 
practical  than  theoretical;  and  presents  himself  to  us  with  a  mind 
formed  rather  by  a  study  of  things,  than  of  their  mere  names. 
While  some  may  be  more  elegant  in  diction,  he  is  more  eloquent 
in  ratiocination,  and  eminently  practical  in  life.  He  has  written 
with  his  plough  and  sword,  and  spoken  by  his  deeds.  Without 
the  ornaments  of  rhetoric  and  literature,  he  is,  nevertheless,  a 
strong,  nay,  a  powerful  orator.  His  native  powers  of  debate,  and 
his  intimate  acquaintance  with  facts  and  records,  have  enabled 
him  at  all  times,  in  political  and  presidential  conflicts  on  the 
stump,  to  overwhelm  the  opponents  of  Democracy.  He  sup- 
ported Jackson  in  1824,  '28  and  '32,  Van  Buren  in  1836  and  '40, 
and  Polk  in  1844.  In  1848  he  had  no  opportunity  to  support 
General  Cass,  as  he  was  on  his  route  to  Oregon,  to  assume  the 
gubernatorial  duties  of  that  far-off  and  important  Territory. 

His  course  in  the  Legislature  was  marked  by  a  devoted  patriot- 
ism, and  a  singleness  of  purpose  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  Indi- 
ana. He  was  most  active  in  the  arrangement  by  which  the  State 
was  saved  from  bankruptcy,  and  her  honor  from  the  stain  of  repu- 
diation.   The  policy  of  repudiation  was  boldly  advocated  by  many 
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of  the  strongest  men  in  Indiana.  In  this  dark  hour,  Senator  Lane 
insisted  on  keeping  the  public  faith  untarnished,  and  with  other 
brave  and  honest  spirits  succeeded  in  a  legislation  which  has  placed 
Indiana  among  the  most  prosperous  commonwealths.  None  but 
those  who  were  residents  of  the  State  in  that  trying  time,  can 
sufficiently  estimate  his  invaluable  services  on  this  important  ques- 
tion. 

The  necessity  for  observance  of  brevity  precludes  a  further  detail 
of  Joseph  Lane's  career  up  to  1846.  During  that  vear  a  call  was 
made  on  Indiana  to  furnish  volunteers  for  the  Mexican  war.  Gen- 
eral Lane  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  when  this  requisition 
was  made.  He  immediately  resigned  his  seat,  and  entered  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Captain  Walker's  company.  He  chose  Walker  his  captain 
on  account  of  the  high  opinion  he  had  of  his  bravery — an  opinion 
well  justified,  as  was  proved  at  Buena  Vista,  where  that  brave 
man  fell,  gloriously  sustaining  the  stars  and  stripes. 

The  companies  having  rendezvoused  at  New  Albany,  selected 
Joseph  Lane,  from  the  ranks,  as  their  Colonel.  In  a  very  few 
days  a  further  testimony  to  his  worth  was  manifested  by  his  receipt 
from  Washington  of  the  commission  of  Brigadier  General — a  com- 
mission unsought,  and  unexpected  by  him.  On  the  9th  of  July, 
1846,  he  wrote  a  letter  of  acceptance,  and  entered  on  the  duties 
of  his  command,  composed  of  the  three  Indiana  regiments.  On 
the  24th  of  the  same  month,  only  two  weeks  after  the  receipt  of 
his  commission,  he  was  at  the  Brazos  with  all  his  troops,  and  wrote 
to  General  Taylor, communicating  his  arrival,  and  concluding  thus: 
"  The  brigade  I  have  the  honor  to  command  is  generally  in  good 
health  and  fine  spirits,  anxious  to  engage  in  active  service." 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1846,  he  wrote  to  Major  General  But- 
ler, claiming  active  service.     He  says : 

"  I  am  certain  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  place  the  whole  of  your  com- 
mand, of  which  this  brigade  is  a  part,  in  a  position  in  which  they  can  do  honor  to 
themselves,  and  render  valuable  services  to  their  country."     *         *         *         *         * 

"  The  apprehension  among  my  troops  is  so  great  that  the  whole  brigade  will  be  left 
in  the  rear  to  garrison  towns  or  to  guard  provisions  and  military  stores,  whilst  the  reg- 
ular army  and  the  volunteers  already  ordered  on  to  Camargo,  will  have  the  honor  and 
the  pleasure  of  being  engaged  in  more  active  service,  that  I  can  do  no  less  than  write  to 
you  in  this  urgent  manner."  *  *  *  "  One  word  more:  It  was  understood  when 
we  arrived  at  the  Brazos,  that  the  regiments  of  volunteers  would  be  moved  on 
towards  the  enemy  in  the  order  in  which  they  arrived.  Such  orders  have  been  observed, 
with  two  exceptions,  both  operating  to  the  prejudice  of  this  brigade,"  &c. 

On  the  23d,  he  again  addressed  General  Taylor,  earnestly  com- 
plaining of  the  advance  of  other  troops,  out  of  their  order  of  pre- 
cedence, and  sa}^s: 

"  In  urging  for  myself  and  command  a  position  where  we  can  share  in  the  dangers 
and  honors  of  an  active  service,  I  do  not  desire  to  say  or  to  do  anything  that  may  be 
deemed  disrespectful  or  captious,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  I  can  do  no  less  than 
to  request,  that  if  the  whole  volunteer  corps  is  not  needed  on  the  scene  of  action,  near 
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your  immediate  command,  that  a  part  may  be  selected  from  each  State's  troops  for  that 
service;  the  other  part  to  remain  in  the  rear  to  guard  your  depot,"  &c.       * 

"  In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  you,  that  whatever  orders  my  troops  or  myself  may 
receive,  we  will  at  all  times  obey,  and  will,  under  all  circumstances,  be  found  at  our 
posts,  doing  duty,  as  becomes  faithful  soldiers." 

These  extracts  from  his  letters  are  published  to  show  the  ardor 
of  General  Lane  for  active  service.  In  this  state  of  inactivity  he 
was  kept  until  the  close  of  1846,  when  he  moved  his  command 
towards  the  enemy,  in  the  direction  of  Monterey.  The  time, 
however,  which  elapsed  from  his  landing  at  the  Brazos  in  July, 
till  December,  when  we  find  him  stationed  at  Saltillo,  had  not 
been  lost.  Much  as  he  chafed  at  the  inaction  in  which  he  was 
kept,  it  is  probable  that  the  stop  put  to  his  advance  was  promo- 
tive of  his  ultimate  efficiency;  for  his  brigade  was  kept  at  drill  so 
perseveringly,  that  Major-General  Wool  says,  in  an  official  letter, 
dated  23d  May,  1S47,  from  Buena  Vista : 

"  Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  an  order  relating  to  the  departure  of  your  brigade  for  the 
Rio  Grande.  I  regret  extremely  to  lose  your  valuable  services,  and  it  is  due  to  you  to 
say,  that  under  all  circumstances,  in  battle  or  otherwise,  I  have  always  found  you 
ready  to  do  honor  to  your  command,  your  country,  and  yourself." 

Again:  under  date  from  Buena  Vista,  July  7,  he  says : 

"  I  have  seen  you  in  all  situations— at  the  head  of  your  brigade  in  the  drill, and  in  the 
great  battle  of  the  22d  and  23d  February,  and  in  the  course  of  my  experience,  I  have 
seen  few,  very  few,  who  behaved  with  more  zeal,  ability,  and  gallantry,  in  the  hour  of 
danger." 

As  commandant  at  Saltillo,  he  established  a  vigilant  police,  pro- 
tecting life  and  property,  and  built  a  strong  fortification  in  case 
such  a  defence  might  be  needed  against  the  threatened  descent 
of  Santa  Anna  on  that  line.  From  him  came  the  first  intelligence 
of  the  capture  of  Major  Gaines's  command.  This  item  of  in- 
formation he  was  enabled  to  give  by  the  sleepless  vigilance  with 
which  he  watched  the  enemy,  and  by  the  aid  of  confidential  spies, 
whom  he  had  the  address  to  secure  by  liberal  pay  out  of  his  own 
means,  and  which  the  Government  has  never  been  called  upon 
to  refund.* 

It  is  notorious,  that  while  in  command  at  Saltillo,  he  personally 
visited  each  picket  guard  nightly,  not  retiring  to  repose  till  after 
midnight. 


*It  may  be  noted  en  passant,  as  will  be  subsequently  found,  that  General  Lane  has 
been  remarkable  throughout  his  public  service  for  this  self-sacrificing  spirit.  Through- 
out the  Mexican  war  he  subsisted  his  troops  with  as  little  or  less  cost  than  that  of  any 
others  engaged  in  the  same  service — replenished  the  public  coffers  with  large  captures 
of  public  property,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  in  going  to  Oregon  he  actually  per- 
formed the  journey  without  one  dollar's  expense  to  the  Government,  having  subsisted 
himself,  and  aided  in  that  of  his  command  on  the  route  with  his  own  rifle,  when  with 
one  other  hunter,  he  supplied  all  the  game  that  was  killed.  Again,  his  treaties  and 
talks  with  the  Indians  of  Oregon  were  all  conducted  at  no  expense  to  Government. 
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We  now  come  to  the  celebrated  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  in  which 
he  was  the  third  in  command,  and  served  on  the  left  wing.  Of 
this  battle,  Secretary  Marcy  says,  April  3d,  1847,  in  a  despatch 
to  General  Taylor: 

"  The  single  fact  that  five  thousand  of  our  troops,  nearly  all  volunteers,  who,  yielding 
to  the  impulse  of  patriotism,  had  rallied  to  their  country's  standard,  for  a  temporary 
service,  were  brought  into  conflict  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand,  mostly  veteran 
soldiers,  and  not  only  withstood  and  repulsed  the  assaults  of  this  numerous  host,  led 
by  their  most  experienced  general,  but,  in  a  protracted  battle  of  two  days,  won  a  glo- 
rious victory,  is  the  most  indubitable  evidence  of  the  consummate  skill  and  gallant 
conduct  of  our  oificers,  and  the  devoted  heroism  of  the  troops  under  their  command. 
It  will  ever  be  a  proud  distinction  to  have  been  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Buena  Vista. " 

General  Lane  had  the  honor  to  open  the  battle  on  the  plain,  on 
the  left,  where  he  was  attacked,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary, by  a  force  of  four  or  five  thousand  infantry,  artillety,  and 
lancers,  under  General  Ampudia;  and  also  closed  it  in  the  even- 
ing, when,  though  wounded,  he  led  the  Indiana  regiments,  which, 
with  the  Mississippi  regiment,  under  the  gallant  Davis,  oppor- 
tunely came  to  the  support  of  Bragg's  artillery,  on  that  memora- 
ble occasion  when  the  brave  and  lamented  Taylor  counselled  "  a 
little  more  grape  "  as  a  panacea  for  Mexican  temerity.  This  was 
the  last  effort  of  Santa  Anna,  in  which,  failing  to  pierce  the 
American  centre,  he  retired  in  disgust  at  the  obstinacy  of  our 
brave  fellow-citizens. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  enter  into  the  minutige  of  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista.  In  speaking  of  General  Lane's  conduct  there,  it 
must  not  be  considered  that  we  overlook  the  claims  of  others. 
Amongst  the  many  heroes  of  that  glorious  field,  no  one,  however, 
was  greater  than  he.  This  is  clear,  from  the  testimony  of  impar- 
tial e3Te-witnesses  and  historians,  as  well  as  from  the  official 
dispatches.  He  commanded,  as  observed  before,  on  the  left  wing, 
where  Santa  Anna  directed  his  most  persevering  attacks,  and 
was,  consequently,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

In  the  histoiy  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico, by  John  S.  Jenkins,  author  of  "  The  Generals  of  the  Last 
War  with  Great  Britain,"  &c.  &c„  at  page  228  the  historian  ob- 
serves : 

"  The  battle  now  commenced  in  earnest.  The  second  Indiana  sustained  themselves 
for  a  short  time  without  faltering,  and  Lieutenant  O'Brien  opened  a  vigorous  fire, 
which  mowed  down  the  enemy  in  scores.  His  guns  were  advanced.  Once  more  the 
Mexican  line  began  to  waver,  and  the  infantry  were  again  driven  forward  by  the 
lancers.  A  single  bold  and  vigorous  onset  would  have  secured  the  victory.  General 
Lane  urged  his  men  to  stand  firm — to  push  upon  the  enemy.  But  the  fire  was  too 
terrible.  The  Indiana  regiment  reeled  to  and  fro,  like  a  drunken  man.  They  stag- 
gered back,  and  retired  from  the  field  in  confusion,  at  the  moment  when  Geneml  Tay- 
lor arrived  from  Saltillo." 

At  page  229 : 
"General  Lane,  though  severely  wounded,  exhorted  and  intreated  them  to  follow 
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him  to  victory  or  to  death.  He  was  completely  carried  away  with  enthusiasm,  and 
closed  his  eloquent  and  impassioned  appeal  to  the  retreating  soldiers,  by  reminding 
them  what  a  glorious  thing  it  would  be  to  have  it  said  in  history  that  '  the  whole  Indiana 
regiment  were  cut  to  pieces!'  He  was  too  brave  a  soldier  to  offer  an  apology  for  their 
retreat;  but,  in  his  official  report,  there  is  one  fact  stated  which  should  never  be  for- 
gotten when  their  conduct  is  called  in  question.     He  says:  "The  second  regiment  of 

*  my  command,  which  opened  the  battle  on  the  plain  in  such  gallant  style,  deserves  a 
1  passing  remark.  I  shall  attempt  to  make  no  apology  for  their  retreat;  for  it  was 
'  their  duty  to  stand  or  die  to  the  last  man  until  they  received  orders  to  retire;  but  I 

•  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  one  fact  connected  with  this  affair.  They  remained  in 
1  their  position,  in  line,  receiving  the  fire  of  three  or  four  thousand  infantry  in  front, 
1  exposed  at  the  same  time  on  the  left  flank  to  a  most  desperate  raking  fire  from  the 

♦  enemy's  battery,  posted  within  point-blank  shot,  until  they  had  deliberately  discharged 
'  twenty  rounds  of  cartridges  at  the  enemy.'  " 

In  relation  to  the  retreat  of  this  regiment,  it  is  proper  here  to 
remark,  that  owing  to  the  suppression  of  the  fact  that  they  had 
been  thrice  ordered  by  their  Colonel  to  retreat  before  they  did 
retire,  a  false  impression  to  their  discredit  has  been  promulged. 
At  a  court-martial  called  to  investigate  the  matter,  it  was  clearly 
proved  that  their  Colonel  had  given  the  order,  under  which  the 
regiment  acted  reluctantly,  though  ninety  of  their  number  had  at 
that  time  been  killed  or  wounded. 

After  the  fact  became  established,  General  Wool,  in  presence 
of  several  officers,  said  to  the  Colonel  who  ordered  the  retreat : 

"  Had  you  but  waited  one  minute  more,  and  have  permitted  the  regiment  to  have 
taken  an  advanced  position  with  the  battery,  and  carried  out  the  intentions  of  General 
Lane,  you  would  have  done  one  of  the  most  brilliant  things  that  ever  was  done  on  any 
battlefield." 

The  States  of  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, were  represented  in  this  battle,  and  of  the  force  engaged, 
Indiana  furnished  one  fourth,  having  two  regiments,  numbering 
about  one  thousand  two  hundred  men. 

The  following  extract  exhibits  the  popular  estimation  in  which 
General  Lane's  conduct  at  Buena  Vista  was  held : 

"Brigadier  Gen.  Lane. — The  bearing  of  this  gallant  officer  in  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  as  described  by  persons  who  were  present,  was  in  the  highest  degree  gallant, 
noble,  and  soldierlike.  When  his  brigade,  composed  of  the  two  Indiana  regiments, 
was  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  from  the  Mexican  batteries  on  their  flanks,  and  a 
front  fire  from  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  infantry — when  the  grape  and  musket  shot 
flew  as  thick  as  hail  over  and  through  the  lines  of  our  volunteers,  who  began  to  waver 
before  the  fiery  storm,  their  brave  General  could  be  seen  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  the 
line,  waving  his  sword  with  an  arm  already  shattered  by  a  musket  ball,  streaming  with 
blood,  and  mounted  on  a  noble  charger,  which  was  gradually  sinking  under  the  loss 
of  blood  from  five  distinct  wounds.  A  brave  sight  indeed  was  this!" — New  Orleans 
Delta,  May  2,  1847. 

General  Taylor  says,  in  his  report: 

"Brigadier  General  Lane  (slightly  wounded)  was  active  and  zealous  throughout 
the  day,  and  displayed  great  coolness  and  gallantry  before  the  enemy." 
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General  Wool's  report,  says : 

"  Brigadier  General  Lane  was  very  active  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
and  rendered  good  service  throughout  the  day." 

His  indomitable  energy  never  deserted  him  on  that  trying  occa- 
sion. He  maintained  the  field  after  the  retreat  of  the  second 
Indiana  regiment,  which,  being  mostly  rallied,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Mississippi  and  third  Indiana,  rolled  back  the  tide  of 
battle  on  the  left. 

Space  will  not  permit  us  to  record  numberless  anecdotes  told 
of  his  devotion  to  the  wounded,  and  the  solicitude  and  care  with 
which  he  attended  to  their  wants  and  comforts.  It  was  these 
traits  of  tenderness  to  those  under  him  that  so  endeared  him  to 
his  troops,  and  which  in  many  a  subsequent  field  made  him 
invincible  when  at  their  head. 

General  Lane  remained  encamped  near  the  battle-field  till 
June,  when  he  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans  with  his  brigade, 
which  was  there  to  be  disbanded,  their  term  of  service  having 
expired. 

On  his  return  home  he  was  greeted  wherever  he  went  by  public 
manifestations,  expressive  of  the  most  enthusiastic  admiration  on 
the  part  of  his  fellow-citizens ;  and  public  festivals  were  tendered 
him  in  compliment,  by  New  Albany  and  Evansville.  A  short 
repose  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  was  broken  by  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Taylor's  line,  for  which  point  his  brigade  was  en  route. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Rio  Grande,  he  left  two  regiments  of  bis 
command,  under  Colonels  Brough  and  Gorman,  respectively,  at 
Matamoros  and  Mier,  and  pushed  on  with  an  escort  of  forty 
mounted  men,  under  Captain  Duncan  of  the  Ohio  volunteers. 
We  shall  dwell  on  the  incidents  of  this  journey,  because  they  are 
of  that  kind  which  so  characterized  General  Lane  as  to  attach  to 
him  the  name  of  "  The  Marion  of  the  Mexican  war."  It  was  on  this 
occasion,  that  with  a  force  of  but  fifteen  men,  against  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Mexican  guerrillas,  under  Canales,  he  recaptured  and 
restored  to  its  owners  a  most  valuable  train  of  pack-mules.  This 
was  the  first  instance  of  recapture  from  these  depredators,  whose 
chaparral  retreats  had  hitherto  made  recapture  impracticable. 
When  he  arrived  at  Seralvo,  he  was  addressed  by  a  youn^ 
American,  named  Maynard,  who  was  in  charge  of  merchandise 
sold  by  mercantile  houses  in  the  States.  Young  Maynard  en- 
treated his  aid  to  escort  the  train,  which  wras  nearly  a  mile  in 
length,  conducted  by  Mexicans  in  his  employ,  and  destined  for 
Monterey.  General  Lane  urged  as  an  objection  the  haste  he  was 
in  to  reach  headquarters.  But  impressed  by  the  earnest  appeal 
of  Maynard,  who  apprehended  that  guerrillas  were  on  his  track, 
he  finally  consented  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  his  escort.  He 
divided  his  few  followers  into  two  bands,  placing  twenty-five  men, 
under  Captain  Duncan,  at  the  head  of  the  train,  and  fifteen  under 
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Lieutenant  Morrison,  in  the  rear.  The  train  and  escort  arrived  near 
Marina  without  interruption,  when  it  was  supposed  all  danger 
was  passed.  When  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  3laynard  insisted 
that  General  Lane's  presence  was  no  longer  necessary,  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  go  forward,  and  provide  for  his  comfort  at  the 
inn,  in  the  town.  General  Lane,  accompanied  by  his  son,  accord- 
ingly galloped  forward.  On  his  arrival  at  the  inn,  he  saw  a  con- 
gregation of  very  ill-looking  Mexicans.  Manifesting  no  uneasiness, 
he  leaped  off"  his  horse,  which  he  gave  to  the  hostler,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  washing  his  hands,  when  he  heard  shots  in  the  distance. 
His  son  came  running  in  at  the  same  time,  telling  his  father  the 
train  was  certainly  attacked.  Rushing  into  the  yard,  he  called 
for  his  horse,  which  call  the  hostler  seemed  slow  to  obey.  Drawing 
a  six  shooter  and  placing  it  at  the  man's  head,  the  fellow  quick- 
ened his  movements,  and  soon  the  General  was  in  the  saddle,  gal- 
loping, in  company  with  his  son,  to  the  scene  of  confusion.  Here 
he  found  muleteers  running  to  and  fro,  in  extreme  terror,  and  was 
informed  by  Captain  Duncan,  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on 
the  rear,  but  what  the  extent  of  damage  was  he  could  not  tell. 
Ordering  that  officer  to  conduct  the  remainder  of  the  train  into 
the  town,  and  place  it  in  safety  in  one  of  the  strongest  buildings, 
he  proceeded  to  the  rear.  Here,  alas!  he  found  poor  Maynard 
shot  dead  in  the  road,  and  was  told  by  Lieutenant  Morrison,  that 
a  guerrilla  force  in  ambush  in  the  chaparral  had  fired  on  them, 
killing  and  wounding  several,  and  making  off  with  a  considerable 
part  of  the  mules.  The  General  addressed  the  Lieutenant  and 
his  men,  and  asked  if  they  were  willing  to  pursue  the  robbers  and 
recapture  the  property.  "We  are  willing  to  tr}',"  was  the  gallant 
reply.  With  these  fifteen,  he  dashed  into  the  chaparral,  obliged 
in  many  places  to  dismount,  overtook  the  guerrillas,  charged  and 
routed  the  rascals,  and  brought  back  the  entire  plunder.  This 
was  tfre  first  recapture  of  property  from  these  marauders. 

On  arriving  at  headquarters,  he  requested  General  Taylor  to 
detail  him  with  a  small  force  to  follow  and  repress  these  guerrilla 
parties,  but  that  General,  thanking  him  for  his  services,  informed 
him  that  he  had  orders  to  dispatch  him  and  his  brigade  to  Gen- 
eral Scott's  line  of  operations.  On  receiving  these  orders,  General 
Lane,  without  stopping  for  repose,  left  General  Taylor's  presence, 
mounted  his  horse,  and,  accompanied  by  his  son  and  a  servant, 
immediately  retraced  the  road  he  had  just  traveled. 

General  Cushing's  command  was  also  under  orders  for  Vera 
Cruz.  Passing  them,  General  Lane  pushed  on  for  the  Brazos,  the 
point  of  embarkation.  Some  of  General  Cushing's  officers  observed 
to  Colonel  Brough,  of  the  Ohio  Fourth,  that  he  had  better  not  go 
down  to  the  island,  as  there  being  no  transports  ready,  he  would 
have  to  encamp  on  the  low  sandy  beach,  exposed  to  much  annoy- 
ance.    The  witty  Brough  replied,   "Ah,  gentlemen,  you  may 
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repose  on  your  Cashing,  but  we  will  follow  our  Lam."  This  is 
noted  for  its  humor,  not  as  pointed  at  the  gallant  Cushing,  than 
whom  none  braver  was  found  in  the  army. 

On  arriving  at  the  Brazos,  the  quartermaster  informed  General 
Lane  that  he  had  no  transports  other  than  some  old  and  unsea- 
worthy  schooners.  "  Let  us  have  them,"  said  Lane,  "  as  we  must 
on  to  Vera  Cruz  at  every  hazard,  to  keep  General  Scott's  com- 
munications open." 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1847,  he  left  with  his  command  for 
Vera  Cruz,  where,  thanks  to  a  norther,  which  carried  him  along 
with  flowing  sheets,  he  arrived  on  the  16th. 


CHAPTER  II. 

His  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz — Excitement  in  the  United  States  on  account  of  Scott's 
position  and  the  siege  of  Childs  at  Puebla — No  communication  from  Scott  for  forty 
days — General  Lane  presses  forward — Meets  Santa  Anna  with  his  army  at  Hua- 
mantla — With  far  inferior  forces  defeats  him — Breveted  as  Major-General  for  the 
victory — Battle  at  Puebla,  raises  the  siege,  and  relieves  Childs 's  troops,  reduced  to 
starvation — Battle  of  Atlixco — Five  hundred  and  nineteen  of  the  enemy  killed  and 
wounded;  of  the  Americans  only  one  killed  and  one  wounded — Two  battles  of 
Tlascalla,  on  the  29th  October  and  10th  November — Recaptures  a  heavy  train 
from  Generals  Rea  and  Torrejon,  for  which  he  is  presented  with  a  sword  by 
merchants — Surprises  Matamoros — Destroys  the  enemy's  stores — On  his  return,  an 
action  at  Galaxa — Saves  the  fight  by  personal  prowess — Discharges  a  field-piece 
with  his  cigar — Named  by  acclamation  "The  Marion  of  the  Army  " — Ordered  to 
the  city  of  Mexico — Anecdote  of  his  republican  simplicity  of  character — His  moral 
purity — Secret  expedition  with  three  hundred  men — Comes  near  capturing  Santa 
Anna;  seizes  his  military  property,  and  turns  over  his  plate,  &c,  to  the  alcalde — 
Capture  of  Orizaba — Seizes  public  property  for  the  benefit  of  our  Treasury — 
Disperses  Falcon's  command — Another  secret  expedition  to  capture  Jarauta  and 
Paredes — Succeeds  in  bringing  Jarauta  to  a  fight  at  Tehualtaplan — With  three  hun- 
dred men  he  defeats  Jarauta  with  one  thousand  well  posted — One  hundred  Mexicans 
killed,  many  wounded,  and  fifty  prisoners — American  loss  but  one  killed  and  four 
wounded — End  of  the  war, — "I  left  my  plow  to  take  the  sword  with  a  thrill  of 
pleasure,  for  my  country  called  me;  I  now  go  home  to  resume  the  plow  with  as 
sincere  joy." 

It  may  be  remembered  that  great  anxiety  was  felt  in  the  States 
at  this  period,  lest  our  army  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  (from  which  no 
regular  communication  had  been  received  for  forty  days,)  cut  off 
from  resources  (via  Vera  Cruz)  by  the  forces  under  Santa  Anna, 
aided  by  the  guerrillas,  might  lose  the  advantages  hitherto  gained ; 
and  also  lest  Colonel  Childs,  besieged  at  Puebla,  might  be  com- 
pelled to  capitulate.  General  Lane  felt  alive  to  the  peril,  and 
upon  being  told  by  the  Quartermaster  at  Vera  Cruz,  that  he  had 
no  sufficient  means  for  transporting  his  troops  into  the  interior, 
insisted  upon  his  procuring  such  as  could  be  had.  Accordingly 
a  large  number  of  wild,  unbroken  mules  were  driven  in,  and  his 
men  employed  in  breaking  them.     So  inadequate  was  his  materiel 
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considered  to  the  task  he  had  before  him  of  clearing  the  country 
of  the  enemy,  that  experienced  military  men  predicted  his  failure, 
and  that  he  and  his  command  would  be  destroyed,  and  our  arms 
disgraced.  Our  newspapers  were  filled  with  these  prognostica- 
tions of  disaster,  by  the  letter-writers  from  Vera  Cruz;  and  on 
the  General's  return  in  triumph  to  Indiana,  the  noble  matron,  his 
wife,  told  him,  that  so  much  was  she  overwhelmed  by  their  mis- 
givings, that  she  better  bore  the  tidings  of  his  fall  at  Buena  Vista, 
(which  happily  turned  out  false,)  than  the  apprehensions  of  his 
disgrace,  excited  by  these  evil  forebodings. 

On  the  19th  September,  having  lost  but  two  days  in  organizing 
for  his  march,  he  set  out  with  a  very  small  supply  of  provisions, 
on  that  tour  of  duty  which  has,  perhaps,  no  parallel  in  history,  if 
we  take  into  consideration  the  rapidity  of  his  movements,  the 
number  of  battles  fought  in  a  given  time,  and  his  invariable 
success — a  success  so  marked  that  Jenkins,  in  speaking  of  him 
in  his  History,  page  496,  says,  that  he  was  "not  inappropriately 
styled  by  his  brother  officers  and  soldiers,  '  The  Marion  of  the 
Army.' " 

His  force  on  lea  ving  Vera  Cruz  was  about  seventeen  hundred  men, 
consisting  of  the  fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Brough,  and  fourth  Indiana, 
Colonel  Gorman,  Captain  Lewis's  company  of  Louisiana  cavalry, 
and  a  detachment  of  recruits,  under  Captain  Simmons,  together 
with  four  light  pieces,  under  Lieutenants  Field  and  Pratt. 
His  force  was  afterwards  increased  to  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred men,  by  the  addition  of  the  troops  under  Captain  Heintzel- 
man,  Major  Lally,  and  Colonel  Wynkoop.  At  San  Juan,  near 
the  hacienda  of  Santa  Anna,  and  at  Paso  deOrejas,  the  guerrillas 
were  met  and  repulsed,  and  the  command  continued  their  march. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Plan  del  Rio,  on  the  27th  of  September, 
he  learned  the  imminent  danger  of  Puebla,  and  that  the  enemy 
was  in  force  there,  under  Santa  Anna,  who,  in  his  summons  on 
the  25th  to  Colonel  Childs  to  surrender,  states  that  he  had  eight 
thousand  effective  troops  in  his  vicinity.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
news,  General  Lane  pressed  rapidly  forward  towards  Puebla, 
through  Jalapa  and  Perote.  At  Perote  he  was  informed  that  a 
large  force,  under  Santa  Anna,  was  concentrating  in  his  front  to 
prevent  his  reaching  Puebla.  On  reaching  the  hacienda  of  San 
Antonio  Tamaris,  on  the  8th  October,  he  was  informed  the  enemy 
were  at  the  city  of  Huamantla,  which  lies  between  Perote  and 
Puebla.  It  was  indeed  fortunate  that  General  Lane  had  pressed 
onwards  from  Vera  Cruz,  as  a  diversion  was  thereby  created  of 
the  enemy's  troops  about  Puebla,  leaving  Colonel  Childs  in  com- 
parative security.  Santa  Anna  left  that  city  on  the  1st  October 
to  meet  Lane's  command  at  Huamantla.  The  battle  at  the  latter 
place  was  fought  on  the  9th  October,  1847,  for  which  General 
Lane  received  the  brevet  rank  of  Major  General.     The  account 
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we  give  of  this  battle  is  drawn  from  Jenkins's  history,  page  463, 
but  in  an  abridged  form,  to  suit  our  pages. 

Leaving  his  train  at  San  Antonio  Tamaris,  guarded  by  the  Ohio 
regiment,  Captain  Simmons' s  detachment,  and  Lieutenant  Pratt's 
battery,  General  Lane  advanced  against  Huamantla,  where  Santa 
Anna  was  concentrating  his  forces  for  the  last  time,  as  it  proved, 
during  the  war,  to  encounter  an  American  commander.  Lane's 
force  moving  upon  Huamantla  was  something  more  than  two 
thousand  strong.  When  within  three  miles  of  the  city,  which  is 
in  a  mountain"  district,  parties  of  the  enemy's  horsemen  were 
seen  making  their  way  towards  it  through  the  fields.  At  the  same 
time  a  body  of  lancers,  two  thousand  strong,  commanded  by  Santa 
Anna  in  person,  were  observed  moving  rapidly  over  the  hills,  in 
a  line  parallel  with  the  march  of  the  American  troops,  as  if  striving 
to  reach  the  city  before  them.  Captains  Walker  of  Texas,  Lewis 
of  Louisiana,  Loyal  of  Georgia,  and  Besancon  of  Louisiana,  with 
their  companies  of  cavalry,  advanced  at  a  gallop,  and  General 
Lane  hurried  forward  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops  at  a  run. 
It  was  literally  a  race  between  the  Mexicans  and  Americans  which 
should  reach  "the*  city  first,  and  the  contest  was  most  exciting. 
Colonel  Gorman  was  directed  to  enter  the  west  side  of  the  city 
with  his  regiment,  while  Colonel  Wynkoop's  battalion  and  the 
artillery,  having  Captain  Heintzelmau's  detachment  on  their  right, 
moved  towards  the  east  side.  The  command  of  Major  Lally  was 
held  in  reserve.  The  attack  was  entirely  suce<  ssfql,  and  the 
city  was  soon  in  possession  of  our  troops.  A  large  quantity  of 
ammunition  was  captured,  and  a  number  of  wagons,  which  General 
Lane  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  The  enemy  lost  one  hundred  and 
ijfifty  killed  and  wounded  in  this  affair,  and  the  Americans  thirteen 
killed  and  eleven  wounded.  A  number  of  prisoners  were  also 
taken,  among  whom  were  Colonel  La  Vega  and  Major  Iturbide, 
a  son  of  the  former  Emperor  of  Mexico.  Santa  Anna  never 
collected  another  army. 

"Having  rejoined  his  train,  General  Lane  proceeded  to  Puebla, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  12th  October.  As  his  troops  approached 
the  city,  a  rapid  firing  was  heard,  which  assured  him  of  Colonel 
Childs's  safety.  Feeling  confident  that  his  force  was  strong 
enough  to  enter  the  town  at  once,  [as  Santa  Anna  was  disposed 
of,]  he  directed  Colonel  Brough  with  his  regiment,  and  Captain 
Heintzelman's  detachment,  to  proceed  along  the  main  road,  and 
Colonel  Gorman,  with  the  Indiana  volunteers,  to  feel  his  way 
cautiously  into  the  city  further  to  the  east  and  left." 

After  a  sharp  action,  General  Rea  was  compelled  to  retire,  and 
the  siege  of  Puebla  was  raised. 

Our  historian  observes  of  the  besieged  :  "Their  emotions  can 
1  be  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed,  when  they  caught  sight 
'  of  the  glistening  sabres,  the  flashing  bayonets,  and  the  victorious 
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'banners of  General  Lane,  as  his  columns  wound  through  the  now 
'almost  deserted  streets;  and  when  his  trumpets  sounded  their 
'shrill  notes  of  defiance,  every  man  breathed  freer  and  deeper,  and 
'  felt  prouder  of  his  country,  of  her  honor  and  her  lame."  But  for 
Lane's  rapidity  of  movement  Puebla  must  have  fallen. 

On  the  19th,  one  week  after  the  battle  at  Puebla,  General  Lane 
proceeded  against  General  Rea,  who  had  concentrated  his  forces 
at  Atlixco,  twenty  miles  distant  from  Puebla.  Through  the  broil- 
ing sun  the  column  pressed  forward,  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon 
reached  Santa  Isabella,  seven  miles  from  Atlixco,  where  the 
Mexican  advanced-guards  were  posted.  A  running  fight  was 
kept  up  for  four  miles.  Within  one  and  a  half  mile  from  the 
city  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  discovered,  posted  on  the 
side  of  a  hill,  covered  with  thick  chaparral.  "  The  contest  was 
severe  and  bloody,  and  the  hill-side  was  strewn  with  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  Mexican  guerrillas,"  says  the  account  of  the  battle, 
page  469  ;  and  continues :  "  Although  his  horses  and  men  were 
almost  overcome,  General  Lane  followed  like  a  sleuth-hound  on 
the  track.  Notwithstanding  their  utmost  efforts,  his  troops  were 
unable  to  reach  Atlixco  before  the  niidit  had  set  in."  General 
Lane,  thinking  it  unwise  to  enter  a  strange  city  at  night,  ordered 
up  the  batteries.  It  was  a  lovely  moonlight,  and. the  cannonade 
was  effective.  The  ayuntamimtos  soon  made  their  appearance, 
and  begged  that  the  town  might  be  spared.  General  Lane  list- 
ened to  their  request,  and  suspended  operations.  In  the  morning 
large  quantities  of  arms  and  munitions  were  found  and  destroyed. 
General  Ilea  made  his  escape  ;  "but  the  stroke  was  as  effectual 
as  it  was  bold  and  well  executed."  "  The  inhabitants  of  Atlixco 
had  hitherto  clamored  loudly  for  a  continuance  of  the  war ;  but, 
now  that  its  terrors  were  brought  to  their  own  firesides,  they  began 
to  assume  a  more  pacific  tone." 

In  this  battle  General  Lane  lost  but  one  man  killed,  and  one 
wounded,  while  the  enemy  had  219  killed,  and  300  wounded. 

On  his  return  to  Puebla,  he  set  out  to  Guexocingo  with  a  por- 
tion of  his  command,  where  he  destroyed  the  enemy's  resources 
cf  ammunition,  &c. 

On  the  29th  he  fought  the  first  battle  of  Tlascalla,  and  again 
encountered  Generals  Rea  and  Torrejon,  at  the  same  place,  on 
the  10th  of  November,  recapturing  from  them  a  train  of  thirty- 
six  wagons,  containing  merchandise,  belonging  to  merchants  in 
Puebla  and  Mexico.  In  recognition  of  this  service  the  merchants, 
who  principally  owned  the  train,  presented  to  General  Lane  an 
elegant  sword. 

On  the  22d,  at  seven  o'clock,  evening,  he  set  out  with  but  one 
hundred  and  fifty  horse,  under  Colonel  Hays,  Captain  Lewis,  and 
Lieutenant  Field,  with  one  gun,  to  surprise  Matamoros — fifty-four 
miles  distant  from  Puebla — where  was  collected  a  large  amount 
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of  stores  for  the  Mexican  army.  Accomplishing  the  distance  in 
about  ten  hours,  he  arrived  before  the  town  at  daylight.  The 
enemy,  one  thousand  strong,  was  posted  within  a  fort  mounted 
with  artillery.  He  formed  his  men  secretly,  gave  the  word,  and 
his  mounted  men  were  quickly  at  the  base  of  the  wall.  In  another 
moment  the}1-  had  dismounted  and  carried  the  fort,  putting  the 
astonished  Mexicans  to  instant  rout.  Some  eighty  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  before  the  General  succeeded  in  stopping  the  slaughter, 
while  but  one  American  was  lost.  Here  he  destined  a  large 
amount  of  powder  and  other  stores,  besides  taking  back  with  him 
all  he  could  safely  convey,  together  with  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
"  too  handsome  to  leave  behind.''''  He  here  liberated  twenty-five 
American  prisoners,  who  had  been  confined  several  months.  It 
was  on  his  return,  on  the  24th,  that,  surrounded  and  hemmed  in 
by  vastly  superior  numbers,  who  became  emboldened  by  the 
small  number  of  his  troops,  he  exhibited  an  almost  incredible 
evidence  of  coolness  and  prompt  action  under  danger.  The 
enemy  were  seven  or  eight  to  one  of  our  troops,  and  never  fought 
so  fiercely.  The}"  made  a  stand  at  Galaxa,  our  troops  were  ial- 
tering  beneath  their  fire,  when  General  Lane  leaped  from  his 
horse,  and  with  his  own  unaided  hands  unlimbered  a  gun,  and, 
turning  it  on  tj*e  enemy,  fired  it  with  his  lighted  cigar,  (the  per- 
cussion caps  not  being  at  hand.)  The  gun,  loaded  with  grape, 
checked  the  enemv,  and  beino-  afterwards  well  served  by  Lieu- 
tenant  Field,  of  Pennsylvania,  aided  by  Lieutenant  McDonald, 
of  Georgia,  settled  the  affair,  and  our  troops  returned  in  triumph 
into  Puebla  at  noon  on  the  25th. 

Thus,  in  the  period  of  sixty  hours,  he  had  traversed  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  miles,  fought  the  enemy  twice,  broke  up  their 
depots,  and  so  discouraged  them  that  the}"  never  again  rallied  in 
force  in  that  district  of  country. 

In  two  months  after  his  departure  from  Vera  Cruz  for  the  inte- 
rior, he  had  fought  seven  well-contested  fields,  besides  innumer- 
able skirmishes  with  guerrillas,  whom  he  had  entirely  dispersed. 
During  this  campaign  it  was  said  that  the  "  cock-crow  was  his 
reveille  and  the  tolling  midnight  bell  his  tattoo." 

Dr.  Crookshank,  whose  bones  lie  near  some  of  Lane's  battle- 
fields, wrote  from  Puebla,  December  1,  1S47,  a  letter,  subse- 
quently published  in  the  Lawrencebwg  Register,  June,  184S,  from 
which  the  following  is  extracted  : 

"  General  Joseph  Lane — I  suppose  by  order — threw  himself  into  Mexico,  and  upon 
his  own  ingenuity  and  bravery  depended  the  support  of  the  handful  of  men  that  he 
commanded.  How  ably  and  how  well  it  was  done  remains  for  his  own  soldiers  to 
tell;  it  can't  be  done  by  writers.  Suffice  it  to  say,  he  never  lost  a  charge,  and,  always 
at  the  head,  he  never  lost  a  victory.  I  have  observed  him  in  the  '  stampede,'  and  in 
the  heat  of  battle,  and  his  conduct  reminded  me  forcibly  of  tales  I  had  read  of  Napo- 
leon's courage,  coolness,  and  self-possession  in  the  hour  of  darkest  danger.     I  never 
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before  could  understand  how  cowards  were  transformed  into  brave  men  as  by  miracle? 
until  I  observed,  in  the  example  of  General  Lane,  how  easily  a  new  spirit  might  be 
infused  even  in  the  American  soldiery,  brave  and  intrepid  as  they  proverbially  are.  Irr 
the  short  space  of  about  one  month  after  his  arrival  at  Perote,  he  achieved  no  less  than 
five  brilliant  victories  over  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  the  ablest  commanders  in  the- 
Mexican  service,  with  great  slaughter  to  the  enemy,  and  but  a  trifling  loss  on  bis  own 
part." 

These  services  being  acknowledged  and  appreciated  by  Gen- 
eral Scott,  pointed  out  General  Lane  as  the  fitting  person  to  lead 
an  advance  in  the  direction  of  Queretaro.  Accordingly,  on  the 
14th  of  December,  orders  reached  him  to  report  at  headquarters, 
where  he  was  to  .take  command  of  a  brigade  destined  for  a 
forward  movement.  Much  as  General  Lane  felt  the  honor  of  this 
preference,  he  was  loth  to  part  with  troops  who  had  shared  big 
toils,  troubles,  privations,  and  dangers.  Bitter  was  the  parting 
with  his  brave  comrades. 

On  the  ISth,  he  reported  in  person  to  the  Commanding-General, 
who,  we  are  informed,  received  him  with  marked  emotion,  cred- 
itable alike  to  General  Scott  as  to  the  citizen  soldier,  whose  deeds 
had  won  the  distinction  of  the  veteran's  approval. 

At  the  city  of  Mexico,  an  anecdote  was  related  of  General 
Lane,  which  illustrates  his  republican  simplicity.  Colonel  Du- 
mont  published  a  relation  of  the  incident  in  graphic  style,  but  not 
having  the  publication  at  hand,  we  give  it  but  imperfectly.  The 
richest  of  the  citizens  residing  at  the  capital  of  Mexico,  live  in 
more  princely  style  than  is  witnessed  anywhere  in  the  United 
States.  General  Lane  had  his  quarters  assigned  at  the  house  of 
one  of  these  princely  merchants.  The  suit  of  rooms  to  which  he 
was  introduced  by  his  host  was  gorgeously  furnished  with  the 
largest  mirrors,  and  every  appliance  thai  could  gratify  and  pam- 
per the  taste  of  the  most  fastidious  voluptuary.  The  General 
looked  around,  and  turning  to  his  interpreter,  told  him  all  these 
articles  must  be  removed.  The  gentleman  asked  if  he  wished 
them  replaced  by  something  more  costly.  '"No,"  said  General 
Lane,  "they  are  already  too  fine.  Take  away  your  mirrors  and 
couches,  and  those  damask  curtains  from  my  bedstead,  and  the 
silk  coverlets  from  my  bed;  let  me  have  my  own  camp-bed  and 
covering,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  rest  as  an  American  soldier  should 
do."  His  host,  surprised  at  the  contrast  between  Mexican  and 
American  Generals,  obeyed  his  orders,  and  had  the  rooms  more 
plainly  furnished.  With  this  family  he  remained  during  his  stay 
in  the  city,  and  became  much  endeared  to  the  worthy  people  and 
their  children.  The  lion-hearted  soldier  might  be  seen,  at  mo- 
ments of  leisure,  lying  at  length  on  the  carpet,  with  the  children 
of  his  host  (three  little  girls  from  two  to  five  years  old)  tumbling 
about  him  in  a  glorious  romp.  In  connection  with  this  incident, 
it  may  be  mentioned,  as  the  general  experience  of  those  about 
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him,  that  throughout  his  campaigns,  General  Lane  was  noted  for 
his  simplicity  of  life  and  his  great  purity  of  morals. 

For  about  four  weeks  General  Lane  waited  impatiently  for 
orders  to  lead  in  a  forward  movement  as  fine  a  brigade  as  the 
service  boasted,  viz:  one  Indiana  and  two  Tennessee  regiments, 
with  Colonel  Hays's  Texans.  Finding  no  orders  issued,  he  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  take  some  mounted  men,  and  scour  the 
country  from  the  city  to  Vera  Cruz,  as  the  guerrillas,  under  the 
notorious  Zenobia,  had  succeeded  in  capturing  a  large  and 
valuable  amount  of  property.  With  three  hundred  men,  consist- 
ing of  Texans  under  Colonel  Hays,  a  portion  of  the  Third  Dra- 
goons, under  Major  Polk,  and  part  of  a  company  under  Captain 
Walker,  he  left  the  city  to  scour  the  country  in  the  direction  of 
Orizaba,  and  Cordova  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  first  grand  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  capture  of 
Santa  Anna,  who  was  at  Tehuacan,  with  five  hundred  men  as  a 
guard.  His  capture  was  deemed  important,  as  he  was  opposed 
to  peace.  The  utmost  secrecy  was  observed,  the  command  trav- 
eling at  night  so  as  to  elude  observation;  thus  two  hundred  miles 
were  traversed.  The  expedition  came  as  near  being  successful 
as  it  well  could  be  and  fail.  Arrived  at  a  hacienda  near  Santa 
Clara,  distant  forty  miles  from  Tehuacan,  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  21st  January,  all  the  Mexicans  found  there  and 
along  the  road  were  seized,  in  order  to  prevent  the  alarm  being 
communicated.  This  precaution  was  rendered  useless,  for  shortly 
after  leaving  the  hacienda,  the  part}"  came  upon  a  Mexican  gen- 
tleman, traveling  in  his  coach  with  a  number  of  servants,  under 
a  passport  from  General  Smith,  as  Governor  of  Mexico.  General 
Lane  respected  his  passport  and  let  him  pass  unmolested. 
Through  him,  no  doubt,  Santa  Anna  received  warning ;  for  in  a 
letter  to  the  Minister  of  War,  dated  Cascatlan,  February  1,  1S48, 
Santa  Anna  says,  that  he  was  informed  of  the  approach  of  Gen- 
eral Lane  nearly  two  hours  before  the  latter  reached  Tehuacan, 
and  while  he  was  preparing  a  note  requesting  a  passport  to  enable 
him  to  leave  the  country.  (Santa  Anna  left  Mexico  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1S48,  in  a  Spanish  brig  bound  to  the  island  of  Jamaica.) 

Keenly  did  Lane  feel  the  discomfiture  of  his  plan  for  entrap- 
ping the  wilv  Mexican.  On  his  arriving  at  Tehuacan,  he  found 
the  bird  flown.  He,  nevertheless,  was  enabled  to  seize  all  Santa 
Anna's  military  property,  such  as  military  hats,  coats,  swords, 
&c,  man}"  of  which  articles  passed  into  the  hands  of  officers  who 
obtained  permission  to  keep  them  as  trophies.  The  rich  plate 
and  furniture,  ladies'  presses,  (of  the  latter  of  which  there  were  no 
less  than  one  hundred  and  forty-five  belonging  to  one  individual, 
judging  by  the  size,)  with  an  innumerable  assortment  of  cloth- 
ing of  every  description,  General  Lane  turned  over  to  the  alcalde 
of  the  place,  taking  his  receipt  in  duplicate,  one  in  the  English 
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and  the  other  in  the  Spanish  language,  that  he  might  satisfy  both 
nations  of  his  respect  for  private  property. 

On  the  23d  he  directed  his  steps  to  Orizaba,  a  city  of  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants,  defended  by  six  hundred  troops  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  This  city  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  roman- 
tic and  fertile  valley,  chiefly  inhabited,  however,  "by  bandits  in 
peace,  and  guerrillas  in  war."  The  terror  of  Lane's  name  pre- 
ceded him,  and  as  he  marched  into  the  town  at  one  side,  the 
enemy  retreated  from  the  other.  White  flags  were  displayed  from 
every  house,  and  a  large  quantity  of  public  property,  consisting 
of  tobacco,  &c,  was  surrendered,  which  was  confiscated  and  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 

Leaving  Major  Polk,  with  a  portion  of  the  command,'in  pos- 
session of  the  city,  as  civil  and  military  Governor,  he  set  out  with 
the  remainder  to  bring  Zenobia,  who  had  about  one  thousand  men 
in  the  field,  to  a  fight.  This  not  succeeding,  he  took  Cordova  in 
his  route,  where  another  confiscation  of  tobacco  was  made  for  the 
use  of  our  Government.  Here,  too,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
releasing  a  number  of  American  prisoners,  in  great  distress  and 
poverty,  taken  on  different  occasions  and  sent  to  Cordova  for  safe- 
keeping— as  it  was  a  region  not  heretofore  visited  by  our  troops. 

Entering  Puebla,  he  recruited  his  men,  and  proceeded  with 
Colonel  Hays  and  Major  Polk,  (who  had  rejoined  him,)  via  Tlas- 
calla,  to  make  a  circuitous  route  through  the  mountains,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeking  the  enemy.  On  the  third  day  out  he  fell  in 
with  Colonel  Falcon,  whose  command  he  dispersed.  Not  finding 
any  further  traces  of  the  enemy,  he  returned,  and  arrived  at  the 
capital  on  the  10th  February,  having  been  absent  but  twenty-four 
day  s. 

A  very  few  days  after  his  return,  another  secret  expedition  was 
projected,  the  object  of  which  was  to  arrest  and  punish  Jarauta, 
the  robber  chief,  who  had  perpetrated  great  atrocities  on  the  per- 
son of  the  courier  of  the  British  embassy,  as  well  as  on  Ameri- 
cans. The  first  appeal  for  redress  came  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Doyle,  the  British  Minister,  who  called  General  Lane's  attention  to 
thesubject,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  not  go  and  punish  Jarauta. 
He  was  referred  to  General  Scott,  who  ordered  Lane  on  the  ex- 
pedition. He  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Hays's  Texans,  Major 
Polk's  dragoons,  and  Captain  Walker's  rifles — the  same  command 
that  had  gone  with  him  on  a  former  occasion,  and  they  were  troops 
hard  to  beat. 

Jarauta  was  a  wily  fellow,  and  had  a  strong  force  of  desperate 
men  ;  he  had  friends  all  over  the  country,  who  kept  him  informed 
of  everv  movement ;  besides,  he  knew  the  country  well,  which 
enabled  him  to  evade  pursuit,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  bring  him 
to  a  fight.  This,  however,  General  Lane  effected,  as  will  be 
found  in  the  sequel. 
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It  was  expected  by  Lane  that  Jarauta  would  be  found  at  Tulan- 
cingo,  where  Paredes  was  known  to  be,  whose  capture  was  also, 
desirable,  as  he  was  opposed  to  peace.  Hither,  therefore,  General 
Lane  proceeded.  He  lef'tthe  city  of  Mexico  on  the  17th  February, 
184S,  and  making  rapid  and  secret  night  marches  over  rough  and 
difficult  roads,  and  along  miserable  trails,  reached  Tulancingo 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st,  completely  surprising  the  town. 
General  Paredes's  house  was  immediately  surrounded,  but  though 
his  bed  was  warm,  Paredes  succeeded  in  concealing  himself,  and 
escaped. 

Jarauta  was  not  at  Tulancingo,  but  the  Mexican  spies  in  Lane's 
service  obtained  reliable  information  that  he  was  at  Tehualtaplan, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  the  direction  of  Tampico.  To 
throw  the  wily  chief  off  his  guard,  Lane  remained  at  Tulancingo 
a.  day  and  night,  when  he  gave  out  that  he  was  about  returning 
to  Mexico.  He  accordingly  set  off  in  that  direction,  but  about 
dark  changed  his  course,  and  arrived  at  a  ranche  eighteen  miles 
from  Tehualtaplan,  near  the  base  of  a  mountain,  on  the  road 
thither,  in  about  thirty-six  hours  after  leaving  Tulancins-o.  At 
this  ranche  the  owner  was  informed  that  his  life  depended  on  his 
truthfulness.  He  informed  General  Lane  that  his  coming  was  as 
unexpected  as  though  he  had  dropped  from  the  clouds  ;  that 
Jarauta  was  seen  by  him  at  Tehualtaplan  that  day;  that  he  was 
waiting  there  to  intercept  a  valuable  train  on  the  way  from 
Tampico  to  Mexico. 

It  was  die  24th  of  February.  Seldom  was  it  the  lot  of  man  to 
see  a  more  beautiful  prospect  than  was  presented  by  this  valley, 
about,  a  mile  in  width,  with  a  small  river  running  through  the 
centre,  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  mountains.  The  fields 
of  wheat  and  barley  were  just  heading;  and  here  Lane's  command 
recruited  themselves  preparatory  to  the  onslaught. 

There  were  one  thousand  lancers  and  guerrillas,  under  Colonel 
Montano  and  Jarauta;  and,  as  the  Americans  entered  Tehual- 
taplan at  sunrise  of  the  25th,  the  escopeta  balls  came  whistling 
about  their  heads  from  every  house.  Jenkins,  in  his  history,  says, 
page  496 : 

"  Headed  by  General  Lane,  Colonel  Hays,  and  Major  Polk,  the  rangers  and  dra- 
goons dashed  upon  the  enemy,  fighting  their  way  hand  to  hand,  into  the  houses,  cutting 
down  every  man  who  refused  to  surrender.  A  portion  of  the  Mexicans  rallied  and 
formed  outside  the  town,  but  a  vigorous  charge,  led  by  General  Lane  and  Colonel 
Hays,  quickly  put  them  to  rout,  Jarauta,  who  was  wounded  in  the  conflict,  again, 
escaped.  One  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  however,  among  whom  were  Colonel 
Montano,  and  the  bosom-friend  of  Jarauta,  Padre  Martinez.  A  still  greater  number 
were  wounded,  and  there  were  fifty  taken  prisoners.  General  Lane  lost  but  one  man 
killed  and  four  wounded.  Ctuiet  was  soon  restored  in  the  town,  after  the  fighting  had 
ceased;  and  the  Americans  returned  to  the  capital,  taking  with  them  their  prisoners, 
and  a  quantity  of  recovered  property  that  had  been  plundered  from  different  trains." 

As  was  to  be  expected,  the  train  Jarauta  was  lying  in  wait  for 
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passed  on  without  an  attack,  and  thus  was  broken  up  the  most 
dangerous  of  the  marauding  bands,  who  were  followed  to  their 
mountain  fastnesses  with  but  three  hundred  men,  and  there,, 
against  every  odds,  made  to  learn  the  energy  of  our  arms. 

The  battle  of  Tehualtaplan  was  the  last  one  fought  in  Mexico. 
and  the  prisoners  taken  there  the  lost  of  the  captured.  Peace 
was  soon  after  declared,  and  the  Americans  evacuated  the  Halls 
of  the  Montezumas.  General  Lane  observed  to  a  friend  on  that 
occasion  :  "  I  left  my  plough  to  take  the  sword  with  a  thrill  of 
pleasure,  for  my  country  called  me.  I  now  go  home  to  resume 
the  plough  with  as  sincere  joy."  Peace  has  its  triumphs  as  well 
as  war,  and  in  a  subsequent  chapter  it  will  be  found  that  Lane, 
as  Governor  of  Oregon,  won  the  former,  for  he  found  the  whole 
Territory  of  Oregon  a  prey  to  Indian  wars,  which  were  soon 
ended  by  his  temperate  yet  firm  conduct,  and  that  Territory  left 
in  perfect  quietude  on  his  departure  thence. 


CHAPTER  III. 

General  Lane  appointed  Governor  of  Oregon — Sets  out  the  next  day  (August  25?th) 
after  receiving  commission — At  St.  Louis  and  Fort  Leavenworth  dissuaded  from 
undertaking  the  trip,  but  determines  to  push  forward — Snow  storms — Disagrees 
with  his  guide  about  the  route  to  be  pursued — Lane  pilots  himself — Men  desert — 
Two  shot — Reaches  Sonora — Takes  trail — Arrives  in  Oregon — Contrast  between 
him  and  Governor  Gaines — Sets  the  Government  in  motion,  without  assistance  from 
any  other  officer — Claims  murderers  in  the  Cayuse  country — Makes  peace  between 
two  Indian  tribes — Valuable  report  from  Governor  Lane  on  Indian  tribes — Mur- 
derers arrested — Troops  desert — Lane  pursues  and  captures  them — Defends  the 
Indian  prisoners — Alone  he  arrests  horse-thieves — Massacre  of  Wallace — Lane  goes 
among  the  Snowqualamic  Indians  to  demand  the  murderers — Arrests  them — Sends 
his  message  to  Legislature — Leaves  them  in  session  and  goes  on  a  tour  among  Coast 
Indians — Makes  treaties  of  peace — Crowning  act  of  his  usefulness  in  Oregon — Letter 
to  Secretary  of  War — Adventures  among  the  Rogue  River  Indians — -Elected  Dele- 
gate— Complimentary  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Oregon — Resolutions  of  Mass 
meeting — Memorial  of  Oregon  Legislature  condemning  Governor  Gaines  and  asking 
relief  from  his  misrule — General  misrule  of  Whigs,  &c,  &c. 

General  Lane's  campaign  on  Scott's  line,  though  so  pregnant 
with  events,  lasted  but  ten  months.  About  August  1,  1S4S,  he 
reached  Indiana,  where  a  succession  of  public  receptions  were 
tendered  him,  but  to  which  he  had  not  time  to  respond,  for,  on 
the  ISth  of  August,  he  was  commissioned  Governor  of  Oregon. 
On  the  2Sth  his  appointment  reached  him,  and  on  the  29th  he  set 
out  for  his  post,  not  having  had  one  month's  repose.  On  the  31st 
he  called  on  General  Kearny,  at  St.  Louis,  and  asked  for  his 
escort,  one  companv  of  rifles,  ordered  by  the  President.  General 
Kearnv  endeavored  to  dissuade  Governor  Lane  from  undertaking 
the  trip,  as  the  season  was  so  fir  advanced,  it  would  be  hazard- 
ous.    Nevertheless   the  Governor  pushed   on  to  Fort  Leaven- 
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worth,  distant  six  hundred  miles,  where  his  escort  had  preceded 
him.  On  the  4th  of  September  he  reached  Fort  Leavenworth, 
but  there  found  the  company  averse  to  attempting  what  was  con- 
sidered by  all  the  officers,  some  of  them  old  mountain-men,  an  im- 
practicable journey.  He  determined,  however,  to  go,  and  proposed 
to  Captain  Roberts  to  take  but  twenty  or  twenty-five  men,  with 
Lieutenant  Hawkins,  as  it  would  be  easier  to  get  along  with  a 
small  number. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1848,  he  left  Fort  Leavenworth, 
with  twenty-two  men,  including  guides,  &c.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  the  year  in  which  Colonel  Fremont,  who 
followed  Governor  Lane  in  a  few  weeks,  lost  almost  his  entire 
party  in  the  mountains.  The  journey  to  Oregon,  at  all  times 
arduous,  is  of  course  peculiar  I}'  so  in  the  winter  season.  The 
sufferings  of  Governor  Lane's  command  and  their  adventures 
would  make  an  interesting  narrative,  but  cannot  be  dwelt  upon 
here.  As  illustrative  of  the  Governor's  self-relying  hardihood 
and  American  energy  and  sagacity,  a  few  incidents  alone  will  be 
mentioned.  After  striking  the  Rio  Grande,  which  was  reached 
through  snow-storms  of  eight  days'  continuance,  and  when  neither 
grass  nor  timber  for  fuel  were  to  be  had,  his  guide  and  himself 
differed  as  to  the  route  that  should  be  thenceforward  traveled. 
The  Governor  advised  to  leave  the  direct  and  common  route  and 
strike  south ;  the  guide  insisted  on  keeping  the  old  route.  They 
parted;  Governor  Lane  undertook  to  pilot  himself  to  Oregon,  and 
his  guide  returned,  foreboding  evil.  Had  the  Governor  followed 
the  guide's  advice,  the  party  would  have  met  the  same  late  as 
did  that  of  Fremont.  For  more  than  twenty  days  he  made  south- 
ing, and  finally  came  to  the  Mexican  village  of  Santa  Cruz,  in 
Sonora,  where  he  took  the  regular  trail.  On  reaching  the  Gila, 
seven  men  deserted,  who  killed  two  of  the  best  men  that  were 
sent  back  after  them ;  and  shortly  after  five  more  with  a  corporal 
also  deserted,  fearful  of  starvation  and  death  if  they  proceeded. 

On  the  2d  March,  1849,  about  six  months  after  his  departure 
from  home,  he  arrived  safely  in  Oregon  City.  This  journey  cost 
the  Government  nothing;  General  Lane  not  making  any  charge 
for  his  expenses,  besides  which,  he  aided  largely  in  subsisting  the 
troops,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  with  the  product  of  his  rifle, 
as  he  was  both  the  pilot  and  the  hunter  for  the  patty.  From  no 
invidious  purpose,  vet  to  bring  out  in  bold  relief  the  character  of 
Governor  Lane,  and  the  extent  of  his  devotion  to  the  public  interests, 
it  might  be  well  to  draw  the  contrast  between  him  and  the  Whig 
Governor,  Gaines,  (who  was  sent  by  General  Taylor  to  supersede 
Lane.)  For  the  Whig  Governor  every  appliance  of  comfort  and  state 
was  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  A  vessel  was 
Specially  engaged,  her  cabins  altered,  and  state-rooms  enlarged, 
that  all  might  go  "  merry  as  a  marriage  bell."     Will  not  some 
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Democratic  member  of  Congress  obtain  an  accurate  account  of 
the  expenses  of  Gaines's  progress  to,  and  advent  into  Oregon,  that 
a  comparison  may  be  instituted  between  Democracy  and  Whig- 
gery  ?  But  whatever  our  Treasury  may  have  suffered  by  sub- 
stituting Gaines  for  Lane,  it  is  certain  the  people  of  Oregon  have 
suffered  most,  if  the  memorial  lately  sent  to  Congress,  complain- 
ing of  the  former,  is  entitled  to  any  weight. 

On  his  arrival  in  Oregon,  Lane  found  no  organized  govern- 
ment; the  provisional  one  had  ceased  its  functions;  Indian  affairs 
were  in  a  troubled  condition,  our  troops  having  been  disbanded 
without  effecting  anything — leaving  the  Indians  hostile  ;  Whitman 
and  his  family  had  been  murdered  by  the  Cayuses  several  years 
previously,  and  the  murderers  not  yet  punished  ;  and,  on  the 
whole,  it  was  apparent  that  Governor  Lane's  arrival  was  most 
opportune  here,  as  it  had  been  at  Vera  Cruz. 

His  first  care  was  to  set  the  government  in  motion.  He  imme- 
diately ordered  the  census,  preparatory  to  the  election  of  a 
Legislature.  He  quickly  perceived  the  necessity  of  quieting  the 
Indian  tribes,  in  order  to  secure  the  prosperity  of  Oregon.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  middle  of  April  he  left  Oregon  City  to  proceed 
to  the  Cayuse  country,  four  hundred  miles  distant,  to  arrest  the 
murderers  of  Whitman.  Not  being  able  to  procure  the  assistance 
of  troops,  he  went  on  this  mission  accompanied  only  by  an  inter- 
preter and  Doctor  Newell.  Arrived  there,  he  represented  to  the 
chief,  "  that  he  came  alone,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  friend- 
ship, for  he  wished  to  owe  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  to  the 
chief's  sense  of  justice,  and  not  to  his  fears  ;  that  the  murderers 
must  be  given  up,  if  the  Cayuse  nation  wished  peace  ;  that  he 
had  the  kindest  feelings  for  the  nation,  and  desired  to  live  in  peace 
with  them,  and  benefit  them,  but  this  would  be  impossible  while 
the  murderers  lived ;  that  retaining  them  showed  that  the  Cayuses 
defended  the  act  of  those  lawless  men,  and  would  be  so  construed 
by  the  whites."  A  great  impression  was  made  on  the  chief,  who 
asked  time  to  consider.  The  Governor  left  them,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  they  had  the  only  alternative  of  war,  with  its  utmost 
penalties,  or  the  surrender  of  the  criminals.  On  his  route  he  took 
occasion  to  visit  the  Walla  Wallas,  the  Yackames,  the  Dalls,  and 
the  Columbia  Indians,  with  all  of  whom  he  made  peace,  besides 
stopping  a  bloody  war  raging  between  the  first  two  nations,  by 
such  representations  as  would  operate  on  the  untutored  wild  man 
of  the  woods. 

There  is  on  record  in  the  Departments  at  Washington,  a 
long  communication  from  Governor  Lane,  dated  Oregon  City, 
October  22,  1S49,  in  which  a  full  account  is  given  of  all  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  their  numbers.  Of  this  Report,  Professor  Schoolcraft 
says,  it  is  the  only  accurate  account  that  has  yet  been  published 
of  the  Oregon  Indians  and  that  he  shall  use  it,  to  extract  mate- 
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rials  for  publication.  It  affords  indisputable  proof  of  Governor 
Lane's  energy,  activity,  and  research.  He  mentions  no  less  than 
fifty  to  sixij  different  tribes,  of  each  of  which  he  gives  a  short 
description.  Of  the  Cayuse  he  says  :  "  They  inhabit  the  country 
from  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mountains  to  within  twenty-five  miles 
of  Walla  Walla.  They  are  a  haughty,  proud,  and  overbearing 
people,  as  also  very  superstitious.  They  have  large  herds  of 
horses  and  cattle,  and  live  on  fish,  roots,  berries  and  game.  They 
are  well  armed,  and  are,  through  fear,  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  whites." 

By  superior  address,  Governor  Lane,  without  war  or  bloodshed, 
effected  what  both  had  failed  to  do.  By  securing  the  friendship 
of  the  Nez  Perces  he  played  them  off"  against  the  Cayuses,  and 
finally  the  criminals  were  arrested,  confined,  and  word  sent  to 
him  to  come  or  send  for  them.  Accordingly  Lane  called  on  Major 
Tucker,  of  the  rifles,  (which  regiment,  in  part,  had  then  arrived  in 
Oregon,)  for  troops  to  proceed  to  the  Cayuse  country  to  bring  in 
the  prisoners. 

Major  Tucker  informed  him  he  was  about  calling  on  him  for 
assistance  to  pursue  his  men,  who  had  nearly  all  deserted  to  go 
to  California.  Lane  immediately  raised  a  few  volunteers,  pur- 
sued the  deserters,  and  brought  them  back.  He  was  absent  five 
weeks  in  pursuit,  after  which,  with  an  escort  of  ten  men,  he 
again  went  among  the  Cayuses,  and  brought  the  murderers  (five 
in  number)  to  Oregon  City.  There  being  no  sufficient  jail,  these 
prisoners  were  confined  in  a  house  on  Governor's  Island.  Some 
of  the  citizens,  fearing  they  might  escape  through  the  insecurity  of 
the  house,  or  the  quirks  of  law,  and  being  exasperated  against  them 
from  the  atrocity  of  the  murders  they  had  perpetrated,  waited  upon 
the  Governor,  and  demanded  the  prisoners  for  immediate  execu- 
tion. He  expostulated  with  them,  and  told  them  that,  as  law- 
abiding  and  order-loving  citizens,  they  should  allow  the  law  to  take 
its  course.  They  responded,  that  through  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
witnesses,  &c,  the  prisoners  might  escape  their  just  punishment ; 
that  they  wanted  to  make  the  thing  sure,  and  that  they  would  have 
them.  He  answered,  if  the  law  acquitted  the  Indians  he  could  not 
help  it;  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  an  Oregon  jury,  and  they 
wrould  render  a  just  and  right  decision,  according  to  the  law  and 
the  evidence.  But  it  was  of  no  avail.  He  then  mildly  but  firmly 
told  them  the  Indians  should  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  and 
the  benefit  of  counsel.  He  had  pledged  his  word  to  the  people 
from  whom  he  received  them  to  that  effect,  and  his  promise  should 
be  fulfilled;  and  that  the  citizens  could  not  take  the  Indians, 
except  over  his  lifeless  body.  This  firm  stand  stopped  further 
proceedings,  and  the  Indians  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  law. 

On  another  occasion,  when  some  lawless  whites  had  robbed 
the  Columbia  Indians  of  several  horses,  he  left  Oregon  City  alone. 
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and  following,  overtook  the  plunderers,  and  brought  back  their 
booty,  which  was  restored  to  the  Indians,  thus  giving  an  example1, 
of  the  justice  of  his  Government.  He  had  scarcely  returned,  when 
news  reached  him  of  the  massacre  of  Wallace,  by  the  Snow- 
quelamic  Indians,  at  Puget's  Sound.  He  went  there  with  two  or 
three  persons,  collected  the  Indians,  and  had  a  talk,  in  which 
he  gave  them  to  understand  that  the  murderers  must  be  given 
up.  Opportunely,  Major  Hathaway  had  arrived  in  Oregon  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  information  of  which  Lane  re- 
ceived at  Puget's  Sound,  and  used  to  advantage  in  his  talk  with 
the  Indians.  The  murderers,  two  in  number,  were  subsequently 
given  up. 

In  June  the  Legislature  convened.  After  the  delivery  of  his 
message,  full  of  sound  views  relative  to  the  wants  and  interests  of 
the  Territory,  he  departed,  leaving  the  Legislature  in  session,  and 
proceeded  on  a  tour  among  the  Coast  Indians,  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Territory. 

General  Taylor's  administration  came  into  power — an  admin- 
istration which  went  to  the  extreme  of  proscription,  notwithstand- 
ing the  previous  declaration  of  its  chief,  that  he  had  "no  friends 
to  reward,  no  enemies  to  punish."  Among  the  proscribed  was 
Governor  Lane,  and  without  cause,  then  or  since  alleged,  other 
than  his  Democracy.  He  received  a  letter,  notifying  him  of  his 
removal,  in  April,  18-50,  but  his  successor  had  not  arrived.  He 
had  placed  our  relations  with  all  the  Oregon  Indians  upon  an 
amicable  footing,  except  with  the  Chastes  or  Rogue  River  Indians. 
These  are  a  warlike  and  predatory  tribe.  Recent  depredations, 
and  safety  for  the  future  to  the  border  citizens,  required  decided 
terms  of  peace  or  war  with  them.  Governor  Lane  preferred  the 
former,  and  was  about  to  visit  them  to  obtain  restitution  of  stolen 
property,  and  treat  for  future  relations,  when  his  letter  of  removal 
came.  What  could  he  do?  His  successor  had  not  arrived  to 
assume  the  government  and  its  responsibilities  and  discharge  its 
duties.  Should  he  abandon  all,  and  leave  confusion  to  reign,  and 
the  Indians  to  rob  and  murder  at  pleasure?  Having  been  removed, 
he  would  have  been  justifiable  in  so  doing,  and  the  Administration 
alone  responsible  for  the  consequences.  And  had  he  consulted 
his  private  interests  such  would  have  been  his  course.  But  such 
course  was  not  in  keeping  with  his  character.  A  duty  to  Govern- 
ment, to  Oregon  and  its  citizens,  was  to  be  performed  ;  and  since 
his  successor  was  not  there  to  perform  it,  he  felt  it  should  be  done 
bv  himself.  Supposing  he  could  complete  the  treaty  he  desired 
to  make  by  the  ISth  June,  and  being  desirous,  since  he  was 
superseded,  of  being  at  liberty  to  attend  to  his  private  business 
as  soon  as  duty  would  permit,  he  determined  to  return  his  official 
power  to  the  source  whence  he  obtained  it — the  Government  at 
Washington — and   notify  them  that  his  discharge  of  its   duties 
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would  cease  on  that  day.  In  the  absence  of  his  successor  to 
receive  the  responsibilities  of  the  office  from  his  hands  and  dis- 
charge its  duties,  this  was  the  only  course  which  accorded  with 
his  sense  of  duty.  Accordingly  he  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  War : 

Oregon-  City,  0.  T.,  May  27,  1850. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  succeeded  in  bringing  to  justice  five 
Cayuse  Indians,  being  all  that  are  now  supposed  to  be  living  who  were  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  Dr.  Whitman,  family,  and  others.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  relations 
with  the  Cayuse,  as  also  all  other  tribes,  with  the  exception  of  the  Chastes  or  Rogue 
River  Indians,  are  of  the  most  friendly  character.  I  shall  set  out  this  day  for  Rogue 
river,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  our  relations  with  these  Indians  upon  a  proper  and 
friendly  footing. 

In  sending  on  my  resignation,  I  have   given  myself  until  the  18th  day  of  June,  in 
which  time  I  hope  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  arrangement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  LANE. 

To  THE  HONORABLE  SeCRETART  OF  WaB. 

He  did  not  conclude  the  treaty  with  these  Indians  until  the 

mi 

middle  of  July,  but  expected  no  pay  for  his  services  beyond 
June  18,  1S49." 

His  successor  (M;rjor  Gaines)  did  not  roach  Oregon  until  Au- 
gust, 1850,  although  he  was  commissioned  October  2,  1849,  and 
drew  pay  from  that  date.  Governor  Lane  .on  the  day  of  the  date 
of  the  foreaoino- letter,  started  for  the  country  of  the  Ro<me  River 
Indians.  He  entered  their  country  with  twelve  or  fifteen  men. 
These  Indians  had  fiercely  spurned  all  advances  from  the  whites, 
and  rejected  all  attempts  at  conciliation.  With  some  difficulty 
he  succeeded  in  assembling  them,  to  the  number  of  four  or  five 
hundred  warriors,  for  a  "talk."  During  the  "talk,"  one  of  his 
attendants  recognized  two  horses  which  had  been  stolen  from 
himself,  in  possession  of  the  Indians,  and  two- pistols,  then  in  the 
belts  of  two  chiefs.  The  Governor  demanded  restitution  of 
the  property,  telling  the  Indians  they  could  not  better  evince  their 
willingness  to  treat  and  preserve  peace  with  the  whites,  than  by 
restoring  stolen  property.  The  head  chief  ordered  restitution,  but 
the  possessors  demurred.  The  Governor  stepped  forward,  took 
one  of  the  stolen  pistols  from  the  Indian's  belt  and  returned  it  to 
the  owner,  and  was  about  to  take  the  other  pistol,  when  the  Indian 
having  it  in  possession  presented  his  gun  and  raised  the  wrar- 
whoop.  Instantly  four  or  five  hundred  guns  and  arrows  were 
presented  at  the  small  party  of  whites.  A  single  false  step  would 
have  led  to  bloodshed  then  and  after.  But  Lane's  coolness  and 
promptness  was  equal  to  the  emergency.  He  has  been  heard  to 
say,  that  small  as  was  his  party,  with  their  superiority  of  weapons 
they  might  have  made  a  successful  defence.  But  he  had  gone 
there  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace,  not  to  have  a  fight.     Promptly 
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stepping  to  the  side  of  the  principal  chief,  pistol  in  hand,  he  told 
him  if  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  any  of  the  whites  was  shed,  it  should 
be  avenged  by  the  destruction  of  his  entire  tribe.  This  had  the 
desired  effect.  The  chief  told  his  warriors  to  cease  their  hostile 
demonstrations,  and  retire  across  the  river.  The  Governor  then 
stepped  among  the  foremost,  took  their  arrows  from  the  bows  and 
returned  them  to  the  quivers,  or  uncocked  their  guns,  and  knocked 
the  priming  from  the  pans. 

The  cmcute  thus  quieted,  the  Indians  retired  over  the  river, 
while  the  Governor  kept  the  great  chief  with  him  all  night.  In  a 
few  davs  afterwards  the  tribe  was  asjain  congregated.  After  a 
"big  talk,"  a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  and  presents  dis- 
tributed. The  Governor  left  with  them  strips  of  paper,  stating 
that  they  were  at  peace  with  the  whites,  and  requesting  that  no 
man  should  do  them  injury.  These  strips  were  signed  with  his 
name ;  and  the  Indians  for  a  long  while  after,  when  they  ap- 
proached a  white  man,  would  hold  out  the  paper  and  say,  "Joe 
Lane!  Joe  Lane!"  the  only  words  of  English  they  had  learned. 

On  the  Governor's  return,  the  old  chief  insisted  on  his  taking 
with  him  his  son  (a  }routh  of  ten  years)  as  a  hostage.  The  boy  is 
now  in  Oregon  City  being  educated  at  General  Lane's  expense. 
Since  this  treaty  the  head  chief  has  taken  the  name  of  "Joe." 
He  was  previously  known  as  Militecuitan,  (Horse  at  home.)  The 
tribe  is  constantly  asking  for  Joe  Lane,  and  cannot  be  made  to  un- 
derstand why  he  is  no  longer  "Big  Chief"  Perhaps  the  Admin- 
istration may  be  induced  to  inform  them.  No  doubt  it  was  lor 
"  cause,"  or  the  Whigs  would  not  have  deposed  him.  Governor 
Lane  held  his  office  but  about  sixteen  months.  Why  he  was 
superseded  we  cannot  say ;  certainly  not  for  his  wrant  of  activity 
and  usefulness.  The  people  of  Oregon,  whose  happiness  he 
secured,  were  more  grateful  than  a  Whig  administration,  and  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote,  (1 ,900  out  of  2,400,)  sent  him  to  Wash- 
ington as  their  Delegate,  and  without  his  solicitation.  Ths  follow- 
ing  resolutions  speak  for  themselves: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  That  the  course 
of  General  Joseph  Lane,  as  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  meets  with  their  fullest 
approbation,  and  that  his  extraordinary  energy  in  that  department  merits  the  thanks 
of  the  people  of  Oregon.  That  the  just  policy,  coupled  with  the  great  firmness  he  has 
exercised  towards  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  within  the  Territory,  has  secured  the 
most  peaceful  relations  with  them;  and  that  few  could  have  accomplished  so  success- 
fully, what  his  kindness,  integrity,  and  firmness  has  done,  to  secure  the  bonds  of  a 
lasting  peace  with  the  tribes  surrounding  us. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  discharge  of  his  executive  duties  as  Governor  of  Oregon,  he 
has  uniformly  acted  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  people,  and  that  his 
demeanor  in  office  has  afforded  no  ground  of  just  complaint;  but,  on  the  contrary,  hae 
been  such  as  to  meet  the  best  expectations  and  warmest  wishes  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  they  regret  sincerely  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  hae 
deprived  the  Territory  of  Oregon  of  the  future  services  of  one  so  eminently  useful,  and 
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whose   usefulness  was  enhanced  by  the   unbounded  confidence  of  the  people   over 
whom  he  was  placed. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  General  Lane  in  his  private  life,  has  been  such  as  to 
secure  the  warmest  friendship  of  the  people.  And  the  purity  of  his  private  relations 
has  not  been  less  than  his  energy  has  been  great  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

A.  L.  LOVEJOY,  Speaker. 
SAM'L  PARKER,  President. 
Passed  May  18th,  1850. 

A  Mass  meeting  of  the  people,  without  distinction  of  party,  thus 
indorse  him: 

Public  Meeting. — At  a  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Oregon 
City,  held  at  the  Oregon  House,  on  Tuesday  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  leave 
of  General  Joseph  Lane,  Delegate  elect  to  the  Thirty-second  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  prior  to  his  departure  for  the  National  Capital,  and  tendering  him  a  public 
expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  his  distinguished  talents  and  services,  General  A. 
L.  Lovejoy  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Asahel  Bush  appointed  Secretary. 

On  motion, 

Hon.  W.  W.  Buck,  A.  E.  Wait,  Amory  Holbrook,  "William  K.  Kilborn,  and 
James  M.  Wair,  Esqrs.,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  series  of  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

The  committee  retired,  and  subsequently  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which, 
on  motion  of  Medorum  Crawford,  Esq.,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That,  as  friends  of  General  Joseph  Lane,  without  distinction  of  party,  we 
tender  to  him  our  hearty  and  entire  approbation  of  his  acts  as  Governor  of  Oregon 
Territory,  and  devoutly  wish  that  his  reunion  with  his  family  may  be  a  crowning 
happiness  to  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey  home. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  remember  General  Lane's  agency  in  bringing  to  trial  and 
punishment  the  Wiilatpu  murderers — in  bringing  back  to  duty  the  deserting  soldiers — 
his  efficient  aid  in  the  late  Indian  difficulties,  and  the  ability,  energy,  fidelity,  and 
purity  of  purpose  which  has  characterized  all  his  public  acts  among  us,  it  is  but  fitting 
that  we  express  our  approbation  and  admiration  of  his  course. 

Resolved,  That  General  Lane  came  to  us  covered  with  military  glory,  and  he  leaves 
us  upon  the  business  of  the  Territory,  clothed  with  our  confidence  and  attachment. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Kilborn, 
A.  E.  Wait  and  Amory  Holbrook,  Esqrs.,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  General  Lane,  and  solicit  his  presence  in  the 
Hall. 

The  committee  introduced  General  Lane,  who  briefly  and  appropriately  addressed 
the  audience,  thanking  them  for  the  flattering  manner  in  which  they  had  been  pleased 
to  allude  to  his  past  services,  and  pledging  his  highest  endeavors  to  merit  in  the  future 
the  confidence  and  approbation  they  had  expressed. 

Able  and  pertinent  addresses  were  also  made  by  Messrs.  Holbrook  and  Wait. 

On  motion  of  A.  Hood,  E 
The  Secretary  was  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  to 
General  Lane. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wait, 
The  editors  of  the  several  newspapers  of  the  Territory  were  requested  to  publish  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting. 
Whereupon,  on  motion, 

The  meeting  adjourned,  with  three  hearty  cheers  for  General  Lane. — Oregon  States- 
man, July  23,  1851. 
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Had  Governor  Lane  no  testimonials  from  any  other  source — bad 
not  Indiana  tested  his  worth — had  not  his  sword  won  the  plaudits 
of  the  army  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  this  tribute  from 
Oregon  would  be  sufficient  to  mark  him  as  among  the  first  for 
administrative  talents.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  satisfy  the  citizens  of 
a  new  country  just  forming  its  government,  especially  one  like 
Oregon,  surrounded  by  Indian  tribes  and  isolated  from  the  aids 
of  the  civilized  world.  One  of  the  King's  of  France  said:  "I  am 
the  State."  Lane  was  literally  the  whole  Government,  and  for 
much  of  the  time  the  whole  army. 

We  will  close  our  chapter  on  Oregon  by  contrasting  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  when  Lane  left  it  with  its  aspect  under  the 
present  Whig  incumbent.  This  task  is  easily  performed,  as  a 
memorial  from  the  Oregon  Legislature  has  happily  just  been 
printed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  which  our  readers 
are  referred.  We  will  quote  but  a  few  extracts  to  answer  our 
present  purpose : 

"  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

"Your  memorialists,  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  legally 
assembled  at  Salem,  in  said  Territory,  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  A.  D.  185], 
representing  the  people  of  Oregon,  respectfully  but  earnestly  represent  unto  your  hon- 
orable body,  that  the  people  of  this  Territory,  after  long  delay  and  many  disappoint- 
ments, (the  causes  of  which  it  is  needless  now  to  determine,)  had  extended  over  them 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved 
August  14,  1848,  and  known  as  the  "Organic  Act"  of  this  Territory.      *     *     * 

"Since  that  time  we  have  had  two  governors:  the  first,  General  Lane,  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  3d  of  March,  A.  D.  1849,  and  set  the  wheels  of  the  new 
government  in  motion  by  a  proclamation  of  that  date,  announcing  the  organization  of 
the  Territory.  He  remained  continuously  in  our  midst,  faithfully  devoting  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  best  interests  and  welfare  of  the  people,  until  the  18th  of  June,  1850, 
when  he  was  removed  to  make  room  for  the  present  incumbent. 

"Governor  Gaines  arrived  in  the  Territory  in  the  month  of  August,  1850,  and  has 
remained  in  the  country,  except  a  short  absence,  ever  since.  His  administration  so 
far,  whatever  may  have  been  his  motives  or  the  causes  of  the  misfortune,  has  been 
characterized  by  a  total  want  of  confidence  and  sympathy  between  himself  and  the 
people.  Ever  since  he  landed  upon  our  shores  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  either  from  mental  perverseness,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  the  mischievous 
advice  of  the  district  attorney,  Amory  Holbrook,  he  has  sought,  by  indirect  and  extra 
official  acts,  to  usurp  powers  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people 
alone;  and  the  consequence  has  been,  that  confusion  and  discord  have,  like  the  cloud 
that  precedes  the  storm,  overshadowed  our  public  affairs." 

The  memorial  goes  on  to  detail  grievances,  and  asks  to  be 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  Governors,  &c.  Can  any  one  doubt 
whether  they  desired  Joseph  Lane  as  their  Governor?  Why, 
then,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  was  he  superseded  ?  On  the 
Whig  party  let  the  misrule  that  now  oppresses  Oregon  fall;  on 
their  incapacity  let  the  Indian  wars  that  desolate  our  frontiers 
rest.     Utah,  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  &c,  have  all  felt  the  desola- 
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tion  of  Whig  misrule,  the  burden  of  Whig  appointees.  Not  till 
the  advent  of  the  only  party  that  knows  how  to  administer  the 
Government,  may  we  hope  ibr  peace  and  prosperity  in  those  far- 
off  Territories.  Who  better  able  to  advance  their  interests  than 
Joseph  Lane,  who  has  traversed  their  wilds,  and  knows  their 
wants,  a^id  has  the  confidence  of  their  people? 

We  know  it  is  customary  in  writing  the  biography  of  a  man 
presented  for  public  favor  to  make  as  flattering  a  picture  as  pos- 
sible. Averse  to  any  extravagance  in  style  or  narrative,  we  have 
confined  ourselves  to  a  simple  relation  of  facts,  many  of  them 
derived  from  a  history  of  the  Mexican  war,  published  long  before 
Joseph  Lane  was  spoken  of  for  the  Presidency,  and  others,  from 
documentary  evidence  on  file  in  our  national  archives.  Our  diffi- 
culty has  been  greater  to  know  what  of  facts  to  omit,  than  in 
drawing  on  our  fancy.  His  overland  jourae}'  to  Oregon,  in  the 
winter  season,  alone  contains  a  volume  of  interesting  adventure. 
When  we  consider  that  on  his  arrival  there  he  was  the  only  offi- 
cial; that  no  government,  either  judges,  or  legislature,  or  Indian 
agents,  were  practically  in  existence,  or  present,  to  assist  him; 
that  no  troops  were  at  hand  to  make  his  authority  respected,  and 
that  he  was  unknown  to  the  people,  who  now  show  themselves 
averse  to  having  officials  sent  from  Washington  to  rule  them,  and 
who  naturally  desire  to  make  them  from  amono;  their  own  well- 
known  and  well-tried  citizens,  we  may  well  be  surprised  that  by 
his  single  arm,  in  so  short  a  time,  the  whole  machinery  of  gov- 
ernment was  set  in  motion — peace  obtained  without  bloodshed, 
and  the  people  so  reconciled  that  their  voices  followed  him  over 
the  boundless  space  of  mountain,  desert,  and  prairie,  with  "Well 
done  good  and  faithful  servant."  Need  we  to  have  drawn,  in 
his  case,  on  romance  to  swell  the  burden  of  his  fame?  May  we 
not  say,  that  to  speak  the  truth  concerning  him,  is  stranger  than 
any  fiction  we  could  invent? 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Lane  named  for  the  Presidency  by  a  Convention  assembled  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  Indiana — Again  nominated  by  the  Democratic  State  Convention — Resolutions — 
His  reception  at  Indianapolis — Governor  Wright's  address — General  Lane's  speech 
—Invitation  to  Hamilton  county,  Ohio — Enthusiasm  of  the  people  of  Cincinnati  on 
his  arrival — His  speech,  its  effects — Touching  anecdote,  in  which  a  grateful  German 
figures — Conclusion. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  Governor  Lane  was  in  Oregon,  he  was, 
without  his  knowledge,  named  for  the  Presidenc}'  bythe  conven- 
tion assembled  at  Indianapolis  to  revise  the  State  constitution. 
Since  then  a  convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  which  met 
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February  24,  1852,  at  Indianapolis,  has  formally  presented  him 
to  the  people,  of  the  United  States  as  tried  "  and  never  found 
wanting,"  and  therefore  the  man  to  advance  the  interests  of  our 
common  country. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  which  allude  to  him: 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Lane,  the  State  legislator,  the  gallant  General,  th$  Territorial 
Governor,  tried  in  the  council  chamber,  tried  in  the  tented  field,  tried  in  the  executive 
chair,  and  never  found  wanting,  is,  of  the  people  of  Indiana,  the  first  choice  for  the 
Presidency.  Whife  we  repose  entire  confidence  alike  in  his  administrative  capacity,  hi 
his  firmness,  in  his  honesty  of  purpose,  and  in  his  unswerving  devotion  to  Democratic 
principles,  at  the  same  time  desiring,  above  all  things,  union  and  harmony  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  nominee  of  the  National  Convention,  let  the  choice  of  the  majority  fall  as 
it  will,  and  fully  trusting  the  judgment  and  devotion  to  principle  of  our  Delegates  to 
that  Convention — 

Resolved  further,  That  we  leave  said  Delegates  untrammeled  by  instructions  as  to 
persons,  to  act  as  their  convictions  of  right  and  propriety,  at  the  time,  may  dictate. 

Resolved,  however,  That,  in  casting  the  vote  of  the  State  for  President,  the  said 
Delegates  be  instructed  to  give  it,  throughout,  as  a  unit,  and  not  by  separate  districts; 
the  name  of  the  person  so  voted  for,  to  be,  at  all  times,  determined  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  of  said  Delegates. 

Resolved,  That  if  General  Joseph  Lane  be  the  Democratic  nominee  foF  President  of 
the  National  Convention,  we  pledge  to  him  the  voteof  Indiana — of  that  State  the  honor 
of  whose  sons  he  has  so  nobly  vindicated — by  a  majority,  as  we  confidently  hope  and 
truly  believe,  of  twenty-five  thousand  votes. 

The  following,  from  the  Indiana  State  Sentinel,  gives  the 
speeches  of  Governors  Wright  and  Lane  at  the  public  reception 
given  the  latter  on  his  arrival  in  Indiana  from  Oregon.  To  those 
who  feel  interested  in  knowing  Governor  Lane's  views  relative  to 
public  policy,  we  commend  a  perusal  of  his  speech. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  vast  crowd  was  collected  around  the  depot.  A  shrill  whistle 
announced  the  approach  of  the  cars,  at  a  few  moments  before  one  o'clock.  The  Gen- 
eral, accompanied  by  Senator  Bright,  and  other  friends,  appeared  on  the  platform  of  the 
cars,  where  he  was  greeted  by  the  crowd.  From  thence  he  was  escorted  by  the 
militia,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Drake,  to  the  State  House  square,  the  General 
riding  in  an  open  barouche,  accompanied  by  Governor  Wright,  Judge  Blackford,  and 
others. 

After  an  appropriate  prayer,  breathing  the  deep  feeling  of  patriotism,  by  Rev.  C. 
Ruter,  he  was  addressed  by  Governor  Wright,  as  follows: 

Fellow-Citizens:  The  duty  that  devolves  upon  me  on  this  occasion,  is  a  pleasant 
one.  The  citizens  of  the  Metropolis  have  deputed  me  to  introduce  to  this  assembly, 
not  a  stranger,  heralded  by  fame,  but  Indiana's  own  favorite  son,  and  your  and  my 
personal,  political,  and  esteemed  friend,  General  Joseph  Lane. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  to  you,  General  Lane,  that  after  years  of  absence  and  toil, 
of  hardships  and  laborious  service  rendered  to  your  country,  you  are  again  welcome 
in  our  midst.  You  have  the  evidence  before  you,  and  such  evidence  has  clustered 
around  you  from  the  time  you  reached  your  own  beloved  Indiana.  As  a  people,  we 
are  jealous  and  proud  of  the  reputation  of  our  public  men;  and  this  spirit  is  right  and 
proper,  to  a  certain  extent,  inasmuch  as  the  mass  of  mankind  are  always  made  better 
by  every  triumph  achieved  by  even  the  humblest  man  in  society.  The  history  of  in- 
dividuals is,  of  all  histories,  the  most  valuable,  and  especially  of  those  who,  springing 
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from  the  private  walks  of  life,  have  attained  the  highest  point  of  distinction  by  perse- 
verance, zeal,  industry,  in  a  word,  by  self-culture.  The  man  who  thus  rises  over  every 
obstacle,  is  entitled  to  the  highest  honor.  His  example  incites  the  ardent  minds  of  the 
young  to  the  cultivation  of  their  noblest  faculties,  inspires  confidence  in  their  own 
resources,  invigorates  and  stimulates  to  action  all  within  the  pale  of  his  influence. 

And  such  is  the  character  of  our  distinguished  guest.  He  has  been  the  artificer  of 
his  own  fortunes,  and  in  his  progress  from  the  farmer  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and 
the  commandant  of  a  flat-boat,  to  posts  of  honorable  distinction — to  a  seat  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate  of  Indiana — to  the  command  of  a  brigade  upon 
the  fields  of  Buena  Vista,  Huamantla  and  Atlisco — to  the  Governorship  of  Oregon,  and 
thence  to  a  seat  in  Congress — he  has  displayed  the  same  high  characteristics,  persever- 
ance and  energy.  The  annals  of  our  country  present  no  parallel  for  these  facts.  You 
entered  the  army  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks,  looking  forward  only  to  the  career  of  a 
common  soldier.  You  left  it  a  Major-General,  closing  your  ardent  and  brilliant  ser- 
vices in  that  memorable  campaign,  by  fighting  its  last  battle,  and  capturing  the  last 
enemy. 

I  make  the  remark — not  because  my  friend  is  present,  but  because  it  is  true,  and 
will  be  subscribed  to  by  all  who  know  him:  No  man  of  the  age  has  more  of  the  iron 
will,  Roman  firmness,  or  unbending  integrity,  than  General  Joseph  Lane.  Well  do  his 
colleagues  in  the  Legislature,  and  the  people  of  the  State,  remember  his  firmness  in  the 
arrangement  of  our  State  debt,  when  he  openly  met  the  question  of  repudiation,  and 
declared  himself  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  honor8  the  credit,  and  integrity  of  the 
State. 

General  Lane,  you  left  us  for  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  in  1848,  when  dark  clouds  were 
visible  in  the  political  horizon,  when  sectional  excitement  ran  high,  creating  alarm  in 
the  minds  of  many  for  the  stability  of  our  institutions.  But  your  return  finds  the  olive 
branch  and  bow  of  promise  visible  in  every  portion  of  the  Union.  And  it  will  be 
gratifying  to  you  to  know  that  amidst  the  whirlwind  of  excitement,  your  beloved  Indi- 
ana, unmoved  alike  by  Northern  fanaticism  or  Southern  ultraism,  with  an  abiding 
confidence  in  the  hearts  of  her  citizens  in  the  permanency  of  the  Union,  has  neither 
courted  the  one  nor  pandered  to  the  other.  The  people  who  dwell  within  our  borders, 
frGm  the  highest  to  the  lowest — this  living  mass  who  surround  you  to-day — are  all  for 
the  Union,  for  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  with  its  sacred  guarantees,  its  compromises, 
and  its  pledges  of  protection  to  the  rights  of  all. 

Among  those  who  have  come  up  to  unite  in  these  demonstrations  of  welcome,  are 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war,  from  every  portion  of  the  State.  Here 
are  the  men  of  every  avocation,  the  plowman,  the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  the  pro- 
fessional man,  from  town  and  country,  from  city  and  hamlet. 

Here  are  the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  brave  men  of  Indiana,  who  fell  around  you 
in  the  many  conflicts  in  which  you  were  engaged.  In  this  assembly  are  the  widowed 
mother,  and  sisters  of  the  lamented  Kinder,  who  fell  under  these  flags  fighting  nobly 
for  his  country.  Kinder  has  a  monument  in  yonder  grave-yard,  but  a  prouder  and  a 
holier  monument  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 

They  are  all  here,  General  Lane,  to  give  you  a  hearty  welcome.  They  are  proud  of 
you.  They  remember  your  services  in  the  Legislative  halls  of  the  State,  your  perils 
and  gallantry,  your  heroic  bravery  on  the  battle-fields  of  Mexico,  the  noonday  assaults 
a«d  the  midnight  surprises,  which  gave  you  the  title  of  "  The  Marion  of  the  war." 

Your  rapid  march  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  the  services  you  have  rendered  with 
the  various  Indian  tribes,  the  prompt  manner  in  which  you  have  extended  the  laws 
over  a  young  and  feeble  Territory,  your  recommendations  as  Governor,  the  peace, 
prosperity,  and  success  that  have  attended  your  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Oregon — 
these  ail  have  been  gratifying  to  your  numerous  friends  in  Indiana;  and  the  evidence 
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that  you  have  nobly  discharged  your  duty,  is  found  in  the  unanimity  with  which  the 
sons  of  that  distant  Republic  have  called  you  to  your  present  station. 

But  the  act  of  your  life  which  they  hold  in  highest  admiration,  and  which  they  will 
teach  their  children's  children  to  the  latest  posterity,  is,  that  having  been  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  and  participator  in  the  scenes  of  Buena  Vista,  you  were  prepared  and  prompt 
to  do  justice  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  that  terrible  battle. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  in  this  connection,  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the  Executive 
documents  published  during  the  first  session  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  accompanying 
the  President's  message  of  184 7- '8,  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  State  libraries,  correctly 
state  the  number  of  wounded  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista  to  be  seventy-one,  while  the  names  of  thirty-six  only  are  to  be 
found  in  that  list — an  entire  omission  of  the  names  of  thirty-five  of  the  privates  wounded 
in  companies  A  B  C  D  and  E.  In  no  other  companies  engaged  in  that  battle  is  there 
such  an  omission.  Yet  these  companies  were  in  the  very  heat  of  the  engagement,  and 
suffered  as  much  as  any  other. 

The  people  who  will  not  preserve  the  character  and  honor  of  their  sons,  deserve  na 
pity  or  compassion  from  the  tongue  of  slander. 

Yes,  sir,  never,  never  be  it  forgotten  by  an  Indianian,  that  in  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  we  lost  more  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  according  to  our  numbers,  than  any 
portion  of  the  Union  that  had  sons  in  that  conflict.  That  our  men  fell  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight,  that  each  and  every  man  stood  his  ground,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  arm  to 
arm,  with  the  enemy,  until  ordered  to  retire  from  their  position.  The  first  who  fell 
were  Indianians,  and  the  last  were  Indiuniajis.  Yet  the  tongue  of  slander  would  rob  the 
living,  as  well  as  the  memory  of  the  dead,  of  the  honor  and  bravery  of  that  battle. 
You,  sir,  at  the  proper  time,  on  the  right  occasion,  did  conclusively  answer  all  these 
charges,  refute  the  last  slander,  and  silence  forever  this  foul  aspersion  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  State.     For  this,  this  whole  people  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

Our  distinguished  guest  has  moved  among  us  in  times  of  high  party  excitement,  when 
the  collisions  of  party  often  destroyed  the  most  intimate  social  relations.  And  although 
our  friend  was  indeed  a  party  man,  true  to  his  party  and  his  principles,  as  he  is  to  his 
country,  none  of  us  ever  knew  him  beyond  the  line  of  his  duty  and  principle. 

General  Lane,  you  have  been  selected  by  the  sons  of  the  far-off  Pacific  to  represent 
them  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  You  have  many  friends  scattered  all  over 
the  Union  who  would  be  proud  to  see  you  fill  another  and  more  important  position. 

If  you  should  be  called  to  occupy  that  position,  we  have  a  sure  guarantee  in  your 
past  life  that  the  trust  will  be  in  safe  and  secure  hands.  In  that  event  we  should 
present  you  to  the  nation,  not  as  an  Indianian  or  "Western  man,  but  as  an  American 
belonging  to  no  section,  "  knowing  no  North,  no  South,  nothing  but  the  Union,"  a 
proper  and  fit  representative  of  the  feelings  and  views  of  the  people  of  your  own  Indi- 
ana. With  the  Constitution  of  the  Union  for  your  guide,  the  compromises  made 
under  that  Constitution  for  your  government,  your  motto  would  be,  "  The  Union,  ont 
and  inseparable — now  and  forever." 

It  is  with  these  sentiments,  sir,  that,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Indiana,  1  bid  you  a 
welcome,  thrice  welcome,  to  the  capital  of  the  State. 

General  Lane's  Reply. 

General  Lane  in  reply  said,  that  never  in  the  varied  history  of  his  life  had  he  felt 
more  embarrassment  than  on  the  present  occasion.  His  heart  was  too  full  to  give 
utterance  to  the  feelings  and  sentiments  inspired  by  the  scenes  around  him.  The  kind 
and  complimentary  manner  in  which  the  Governor  of  the  State  had  been  pleased  to 
speak  of  his  services,  and  the  assurance  that  these  services  were  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  his  fellow-citizens  of  Indiana,  but  added  another  to  the  many  evidences  of 
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friendship,  confidence,  and  regard  he  had  heretofore  received  from  them,  the  recollec- 
tion of  which  he  should  cherish  to  the  last  hour  of  his  existence.  He  felt  that  he 
should  never  be  able  to  requite  the  disinterested  kindness  of  the  people  of  Indiana,  for 
the  steady  and  uniform  support  he  had  received  at  their  hands  in  the  various  stations 
he  had  been  called  to  fill.  The  allusion  made  to  his  services  in  the  Halls  of  Legisla- 
tion, and  the  humble  part  he  had  acted  on  several  questions,  of  vital  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Indiana,  brought  to  his  mind  many  recollections  of  a  most  agreeable  character; 
and  though  a  detail  of  the  events  connecting  themselves  with  the  measures  to  which 
reference  had  been  made,  would  be  out  of  place  there,  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
these  measures,  put  into  practical  operation,  had  had  much  to  do  in  elevating  the  char- 
acter and  credit  of  Indiana,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  the  high  and  proud  position 
she  now  occupied;  and  he  joined  with  the  Governor  and  those  around  him  in  rejoicing 
at  the  bright  future  which  awaits  her  in  her  rapid  and  onward  growth.  He  felt  more 
than  compensated  for  what  little  he  might  have  done,  as  a  legislator,  to  produce  this 
result,  in  the  evidences  of  prosperity  which  he  everywhere  witnessed  since  his  return 
to  the  State. 

He  said  the  Governor  attributed  much  to  him,  which  he  felt  he  did  not  merit.  He 
had,  however,  been  the  artificer  of  his  own  fortunes.  Thrown,  at  an  early  age,  on 
his  own  resources,  without  friends  and  without  means,  except  of  his  own  creation,  he 
had  been  compelled  to  struggle  on,  unaided  by  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  wealthy  and 
influential.  But  he  thanked  Heaven  that  his  lot  had  been  cast  in  a  land  of  liberty — in  the 
Mississippi  Valley — a  field  where  energy,  industry,  and  enterprise,  are  almost  certain 
to  meet  with  a  rich  reward. 

Happy  and  contented  with  his  lot,  he  was  quite  willing  to  have  remained  a  private 
citizen,  at  his  humble  residence,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  He  had  no  political  aspira- 
tions. When,  in  1846,  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
obeying  the  impulses  of  his  heart,  he  enrolled  himself  as  a  private  soldier,  to  contribute 
his  mite  to  the  defense  of  his  country. 

By  the  kindness  and  partiality  of  the  gallant  sons  of  Indiana — many  of  whom  are 
here  to-day — he  was  elected  as  Colonel  of  a  regiment;  but  before  he  assumed  the  com- 
mand, he  was,  by  the  Executive  of  the  nation,  appointed  a  Brigadier  General,  unso- 
licited on  his  part. 

Of  his  services  in  that  command,  Governor  Wright,  he  said,  had  spoken  in  a  manner 
which  he  did  not  feel  that  he  merited.  To  the  brave  volunteers  under  his  command, 
he  felt  that  the  honor  was  justly  due.  These,  his  companions  in  arms,  were  the  gallant 
spirits  to  whom  the  credit  was  due.  Without  their  aid  he  could  have  done  nothing. 
He  said ,  that  if  time  and  the  state  of  his  health  permitted ,  he  would  be  pleased  to  speak 
of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  in  order  to  tell  the  truth  in  regard  to  some  of  its  details, 
although  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  fighting  his  battles  over  again.  In  this  instance, 
the  truth  of  history  should  be  vindicated.  In  the  course  of  events,  it  was  his  fortune 
to  take  an  early  part  ifrthe  dreadful  conflict  of  that  day.  In  the  front  of  the  powerful 
forces  of  the  enemy,  he  brought  the  second  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteers  to  resist 
their  progress;  and  in  that  critical  and  trying  position,  he  was  proud  to  say,  that  they 
displayed  every  characteristic  of  valorous,  brave,  and  energetic  soldiers;  and  had  it 
not  been  for  an  unfortunate  circumstance,  not  attributable  to  them,  their  efforts  would 
have  covered  the  regiment  with  the  highest  honors,  and  probably  have  decided  the  issue 
of  the  battle,  without  the  continued  and  serious  incidents  which  subsequently  ensued. 
Had  that  regiment  had  no  higher  officer  in  the  field  than  the  Lieutenant  Colonel,  success 
would  have  crowned  their  efforts,  and  the  enemy  would  have  been  compelled  to  retire 
from  before  them  in  twenty  minutes  more,  instead  of  the  confusion  which  was  the 
result  of  the  xmfortunate  and  ill-advised  order  to  retreat. 

He  said  that  in  the  course  of  his  military  operations  he  had  commanded  regiments 
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and  squadrons  from  many  of  our  sister  States — among  which  were  the  volunteers  from 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Texas,  and  Louisiana;  and  while  they  and  those  from 
other  States,  were  equal  to  any  soldiers  on  earth,  he  could  truly  say  that  none  were 
superior  to  those  of  Indiana — none  more  freely  shed  their  blood,  and  none  more  gal- 
lantly did  their  duty. 

Allusion,  he  said,  had  been  made  to  Captain  Kinder,  whose  friends  were  all  around 
him,  and  whose  relations  were  before  him.  He  was  near  the  Captain  when  he  received 
a  severe  wound,  and  ordered  him  carried  from  the  field  of  battle,  but  he  was  overtaken 
and  cruelly  murdered  by  the  Mexicans,  who  spared  neither  the  prisoners  nor  the 
wounded.  He  was  truly  a  brave  man.  This  appellation  might  equally  apply  to  the 
lamented  Captains  Walker  and  Taggart,  and  to  their  noble  soldiers  who  fell  around 
them,  whilst  fighting  under  that  flag,  (pointing  to  the  flag  of  the  regiment,  which  was 
before  him,  literally  riddled  with  shot-holes.) 

He  said  he  was  reminded  by  the  tenor  of  the  Governor's  remarks,  that  at  the  time 
of  his  departure  for  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  in  1848,  the  people  of  this  glorious  Con- 
federacy were  fearfully  agitated  by  an  angry  and  dangerous  sectional  question.  The 
stability  of  the  Union  was  threatened.  He  said,  that  although  far  away  on  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific,  and  amid  the  mountain  wilds  of  Oregon,  surrounded  by  cares  and  perils 
well  calculated  to  engross  all  his  thoughts,  he  had  been  an  attentive  observer  of  all  that 
passed  relating  to  this  momentous  question,  and  not  a  day  passed  that  he  did  not  send 
forth  a  silent  prayer  that  the  same  patriotic  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  conciliation,  for- 
bearance, and  compromise  which  guided  and  controlled  the  action  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Republic,  would  be  exhibited  in  their  sons.  He  said  that  throughout  that  angry  con- 
troversy, his  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  political  soundness  of  the  people  and  their 
representatives,  remained  unshaken. 

He  would  not  and  did  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  a  high  sense  of  patriotism 
and  love  of  Union,  would  bring  together  the  practical  men  of  both  of  the  great  political 
parties,  and  that  a  compromise  would  be  made  on  a  fair,  just,  and  constitutional  basis. 
His  hopes,  he  said,  had  been  truly  realized.  On  his  return  the  olive  branch  and  the 
bow  of  promise  was  visible  in  every  portion  of  the  Union;  and  it  was  truly  gratifying 
to  him  to  know  that  the  voice  of  Indiana,  during  this  struggle,  had  been  heard  on  the 
side  of  the  Union,  and  her  political  power  mainly  given  in  support  of  the  compromise 
measures.  He  was  proud  to  know  that  the  Senators  and  most  of  the  Representatives 
from  Indiana  gave  these  measures  a  cordial  support;  and  more  than  gratified  to  find, 
that  since  the  passage  of  these  measures,  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Indiana  have 
given  an  unmistakable  evidence  of  their  approval  of  them,  and  their  determination  to 
abide  by  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution.  If  time  and  the  state  of  his  health  per- 
mitted, he  said  he  would  be  willing  to  amplify  on  this  subject,  but  the  hour  and  the 
occasion  admonished  him  to  be  brief.  He  should  therefore  content  himself  with  the 
general  remark,  that  the  compromise  measures,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  met  his 
cordial  approval,  and  had  he  been  a  member  of  Congress,  he  should  have  voted  for  all 
of  them,  including  the  fugitive  slave  law,  which  was  a  measure  absolutely  necessary 
to  carry  out  one  of  the  compromise  features  of  the  Constitution.  They  were  all  right; 
but  this  was  the  best  measure  of  all.  The  slavery  question,  he  said,  was  always  a 
dangerous  and  exciting  one,  and  he  had  always  been  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  it. 
The  people  of  the  free  States  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They  should-  leave  it  where 
it  is,  and  where  the  Constitution  has  left  it,  and  it  could  never  be  agitated  without  en- 
dangering the  integrity  of  the  Union.  He  was,  he  said,  a  Union  man;  and  to  preserve 
the  Union  the  Constitution  must  be  carried  out  in  its  letter  and  its  spirit;  politically,  he 
recognized  no  law  above  the  Constitution.  He  hoped  every  citizen  of  Indiana  would 
be  found  supporting  these  measures,  and  frowning  upon  every  attempt  further  to  agi- 
tate the  slavery  question. 
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The  Governor  had  spoken  of  him  in  connection  with  the  Presidency.  He  would 
deal  plainly  and  frankly  with  his  fellow-citizens.  He  had  never  aspired  to  that  high 
office.  There  were  several  talented,  worthy,  and  excellent  Democrats  spoken  of  in 
connection  with  that  high  station.  Of  these  he  would  name  Cass,  Buchanan,  Douglas, 
Houston,  Butler,  and  Marcy,  either  of  whom  he  would  cordially  support.  He  hoped 
that  every  Democrat  in  Indiana,  and  in  the  Union  would  be  found  zealously  support- 
ing the  nominee  of  the  National  Convention.  That  nominee,  let  him  be  who  he  will, 
must  be  elected.  He  had  had  no  agency  in  placing  his  name  in  that  connection,  yet 
he  shunned  no  responsibility,  and  if  the  choice  should  fall  on  him,  he  should  endeavor 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties. 

After  General  Lane's  address,  the  troops  were  again  formed  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Gorman  and  Major  McCoy,  and  were  reviewed  by  General  Lane,  Governor 
and  staff.  A  splendid  dinner,  served  up  by  Captain  Cain,  the  host  of  the  Capital 
House,  was  the  next  proceeding  in  the  order  of  the  day.  A  company  sat  down  with 
General  Lane,  among  whom  we  noticed  Hon.  J.  D.  Bright,  Governor  Wright,  Messrs. 
Robinson,  Dunham,  Gorman,  and  Hendricks,  members  of  Congress,  Hon.  John  W. 
Davis,  R.  D.  Owen,  Judge  Law,  and  Judges  Blackford,  Smith,  and  Perkins,  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  with  a  lively  sprinkling  of  the  Editorial  corps.  The  ball  in  the  even- 
ing, was  a  splendid  affair.     The  Masonic  Hall  was  filled  by  the  beauty  and  fashion  of 

the  city. 

"  A  thousand  hearts  beat  happily;  and  when 
Music  arose  with  its  voluptuous  swell, 
Soft  eyes  look'd  love  to  eyes  that  spoke  again, 
And  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell." 

Last  fall,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Democracy  of  Hamilton 
county,  General  Lane  visited  Cincinnati,  for  the  purpose  of  help- 
ing on  the  good  cause.  The  meeting  on  the  wharf  in  Cincinnati 
to  welcome  him,  was  described  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day  as 
most  numerous  and  enthusiastic.  Such  was  the  effect  of  his 
speech  and  presence,  that  in  the  election  then  pending,  the  De- 
mocracy increased  their  hitherto  large  majority,  nearly  two  thou- 
sand votes. 

While  in  that  city,  and  a  guest  of  General  Moore,  a  Ger- 
man citizen  ushered  himself  into  the  presence  of  General  Lane, 
amid  the  guests  in  the  drawing-room.  He  asked  if  General  Lane 
was  in?  The  General  rose  and  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
The  German,  with  emotion,  asked,  "  Do  you  know  me,  General?" 
"  I  do  not,"  said  the  General,  "recollect  you."  German:  "  Well, 
'sir,  I  recollect  and  thank  you,  and  will  recollect  and  thank  }'ou. 
'  to  the  last  day  of  my  life.  I  will  never  forget  you.  You  saved 
'my  life.  Do  you  remember  when,  after  the  fight  with  the  guer- 
'rillas  at  Mango  de  Clavo,  in  which  we  routed  the  scoundrels 
'so  finelv,  you  found  a  soldier  dying  by  the  wavside,  exhausted 
'by  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  exertions  of  the  dav,  and  dis- 
'  mounted  from  }rour  horse  and  placed  him  on  it,  walking  by  his  side 
'until  you  reached  the  camp,  where  you  did  not  rest  till  you  saw 
'  him  well  taken  care  of?" 

The  General  replied  that  he  recollected  the  circumstance  veiy 
we. 
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"Well,"  said  the  German,  "I  am  the  boy,  and  by  that  act  of 
kindness  you  saved  my  life.  I  am  here  to  thank  you.  How- 
can  I  ever  forget  or  cease  to  pray  for  }'ou?  God  bless  you !  You 
were,  indeed,  the  soldier's  friend!" 

The  General,  abashed  by  the  laudation  so  profusely  showrered 
upon  him,  could  only  stammer  out,  that  it  was  but  an  act  of 
duty  he  had  performed,  which  every  officer  owes  his  men. 

Those  present,  as  may  be  supposed,  were  deeply  affected  by 
the  grateful  German's  emotion. 

We  now  close  these  memoirs,  and  hope  our  readers  may  have 
as  much  pleasure  in  their  perusal,  as  we  have  had  in  their  prepa- 
ration. The  theme  is  a  fruitful  one,  and  has  grown  on  our  hands 
beyond  our  original  expectations. 


